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PLAIN ACCOUNT, &. 


WY HAT I purpoſe in the following papers is, 

to give a plain and diſtin account of the 
ſteps, by which I was led, during a courſe f many 
years, to embrace the doctrine of Chriſtian Perfection. 
This I owe to the ſerious part of mankind, thoſe who 
deſire to know all the truth as it is in Feſus., And theſe 
are only concerned in queſtions of this kind. To theſe 
k would nakedly declare the thing as it is, endea- 
vouring all along to ſhew, from one period to ano- 
ther, both what I thought, and why I thought ſo. 

2. In the year 1725, being in the twenty-third year 
of my age, I met with Biſhop Taylor's © Rule and 
Exerciſes of holy living and dying.” In reading ſe- 
veral parts of this book, I was exceedingly affected; 
that part in garticular which relates to purity of in- 
tention. Inſtantly 1 reſolved to dedicate all my life to 
God, all my thoughts, and words, and actions: be- 
ing thoroughly convinced there was no medium; but 
that every part of my life (not /ome only) muſt either 
be a ſacrifice to God, or myſelf, that is in effect, to 
the devil. | 5 

Can any ſerious perſon doubt of this, or find a me- 
dium between ſerving God, and ſerving the devil ? 

3. In the year 1729, I met with Kempiss Chriſtian 
Pattern. The nature and extent of inward Rehgion, 
the” religion of the heart now appeared to me in a 
. ſtronger light than ever it had done before. I ſaw, 
that giving even all my life to God, (ſuppoſing it poſ- 
ſible to do this, and go no farther) would profit me 
nothing, unleſs I gave my heart, yea all my heatt, to 
him. I ſaw, that ! Simplicity of intention, and pu- 
rity of affection, “ one defign in all we ſpeak or do, and 
ene d:fire ruling all our tempers, are indeed “ the 

| A 2 wings 


n 

wings of the ſoul,” without which ſhe can never 
— aſcend the mount of God Iv 5 
# 4 A year or two after, Mr. Law's © Chriſtian Per- 1 30 
fection, and Serious Call,” were put into my hands. 

Theſe convinced me more than ever, of the abſolute 
impoſfibility of being half a Cbriſtian. And 1 deter- 

* mined, through his grace, (the abſolute neoeſſity of 
| which I was deeply ſenſible” of) to be all-deverted to 
| God, to give him all my ſoul, my body and my ſub- 


ance. - Ji 2 | x 
Will any conſiderate man ſay, that this is carrying 
matters tac far; Or that any thing 1% is due to him, 
| who has given himſelf for us, than to give him our- 


ſelves, all we have, and all we are. 
. In the year 1724, I began not only, to read, 
but to ſtudy the Bible, as the one, the only ſtandard 
1 of truth, and the only model of pure religion. 
| Hence I ſaw, in a clearer and clearer light, the indiſ- 
penſable neceſſity of having the mind xohich was in 
Ghrift, and of walling as Chrift alſo cala; even of 
having, not Jing po only, but all the mind which 
— was in him; of walking as he walked, not only 
| in many or in moſt reſpects, but in all things. And 
4 this was the light, wherein at this time I generally 
| conſidered religion, as an uniform following of Chriſt, 
An entireinward and outward conformity to our Maſ- 
ter. Nor was I afraid of any thing more, than of 
| Fending this rule to the experience of myſelf, or of 
; other men ; of allowing myſelf in any the leaſt dif- - 
conformity to our grand Exempler. 
6. On January 1, 1733, I preached before the Uni- 
verſity, in St. Mary's Church, on the circumciſion of the 
beart ; an account of which I gave in theſe words, 
6 It is that habitual diſpoſition of ſoul, which in the 
ſlacred writings'is termed holineſs, and which dire&- 
ly implies, the being cleanſed from fin, from all fil 
. thineſs both of fleſh and ſpirit, and, by confe- 
quence, the being endued with thoſe virtues, which 
_ werein-Chriſt Jeſus, the being ſo renewed in the image 
T i, an te be perfect at our Father in heaven is - 


to) 


In the ſame ſermon I obſerved, © Love is the fulfilling 
of the ue the end of the commandment." It ĩs not only the 
firſt and great command, but all the commandments in 

one. Whatfoever things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, 
| if there be any virtue, if there be any proiſe, they are all 
compriſed 1 in this one word, Love. In this is perfec- 
tion, and glory, and happineſs: the royal law of hea- 
ven, and earth is this, T hou:-ſbalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all iby 
mind, and with all thy flrength. The one perfect good 
ſhall be your one ultimate end. One thing ye 
deſire for its own ſake, the fruition of him who is all in 
all. One happineſs ſhall ye propofe to your ſouls, 
even an union with him that made them, the having 
fellowſhip with the Father and the Son, the being joined to 
the Lord in one ſpirit, One deſign you are to purſue to 
the end of time, the enjoyment of God in time and in 
eternity. Defire other things ſo far as they tend to 
this: love the creature, as it leads to the Creator.- 
But in every ſtep you take, be this the glorious point 
that terminates your view. Let every affection, and 
thought, and word, and action, be ſubordinate to 
this. Whatever ye deſire or fear, whatever ye ſeek 
or ſhun, whatever ye think, ſpeak, or do, be it in 
order to your happineſs in God, the ſole end, as well 
as ſource of your * being.“ 

I concluded in theſe words, Here is the ſum of 
the perfe law, the circumciſion of the heart. Let the 
ſpirit return to God that gave it, with the whole train 
of its affetions.—Other ſacrifices from us he would 
not, but the living ſacrifice of the heart hath he 
choſen, ' Let it be continually offered up to God 
through Chriſt, in flames of Holy love. And let no 
creature be ſuffered to ſhare with him: for he is a 
| jealous God. His throne will he not 22 with ano- 
ther; he will reign without a rival. 
define admitted there, but what has him for its ulti- 
mate object. This is the way wherein thoſe children 
of God once walked, who being dead ſtill ſpeak to us, 
Deſire not to live but to praiſe his name; let al{ 
_=_ 1 words and works tend to his glory. 

: . L ID, II, 14, 
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e no deſign, no 


(6) 


WE: Va your faul be filled with ſo entire a love to him 


that you may love nothing but for his ſake.” Have 
a Pute intention of heart, a ſtedfaſt regard to his glory 
in all your actions. For then, and not till then, is 


f that mind in us, which was alſo in Chriſt Jefas, when 


in every motion of our heart, in every word of our 
tongue, in every work of our hands, we “ purſue, no- 
thing butin relation to him, and in ſubordination to 
his pleaſure: When we too neither think, nor ſpeak, 
nor act, to fulfil our own quill, but the 3 that 
ſent us 5 when, aubether aur eat or drink or w awe 
do, we do it all to the glory of God. | ; 
It may-be obſerved, this ſermon was compoſed the 
firſt of all my writings which have been publiſhed. 
This was the view of religion 1 then had, which even 
then I ſerupled not to term Perſedion. This is the 
view I have of it now, without any material addition 
or diminution. And what/ 1s there here, which 
any man of N ny who believes the Bible, 
can object to ? What can he deny without flatly con- 
tradicting the ſcripture ? What retrench without tak- 
| ing from the word of God? 
1. In the fame ſentiment did my i and 1 
remain, (with all thaſe young gentlemen in deriſion 
termed. Methodiſts) till we embarked for. America, in 
the latter end of 1735. It was the next year, while 
I-was at Savannah, that I wrote the following, lines : : 
Is there a thing beneath the ſun, 
That ſtrives with thee my heart to ſhare ?- 


Ah tear it thence, and reign alone 
The Lord of every motion there! 


In the beginning of the year 1738, as 1 was return- 
| ing pans thence, the cry of my heart . 75 
that nathing in my ſoul 

9 N pete 

0 Ay thy love poſſe Paſeo me who, +4 

My joy, my treaſure, and mr crown! l 

Strange fires far from my heart remove: _ 

My every a8, word, thought, be Lobe. 

I never.heard that any one objected to. this. And 
indeed who can object? Is not this the language, nat 
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only of every believer, but of every one that is truly 
awakened ? But what have I wrote, to this day, 
which.is either ſtronger or plainer ? 

8. In Auguſt following 1 had a long converſation 
with Arvis Gradin, in Germany. After he had given 
me an account of his experience, I defired him to 
give me in writing a definition of he full affurance of 
faith, which he di in the following words. 

. «. Requies in ſanguine Chriſti, firma fiducia in 
Deum et perſuaſio gratia divina : tranquillitas men- 
tis ſumma, ateque ſerenitas & Pax, cum abſentia, 
omnis deſiderii carnalls, & ceſſatione peccatorum 
etiam internorum.“ ; 
.. - Repoſe in the blood of Chrift at A ron 

and perſuaſion ¶ his . he higheſt tranquillity, fere- 
rity, and peace of mind, x a deliverance. every 
_ fleſhly deſire, and a ceſſation of all, even inward fins. 
This was the firſt account I ever heard from any 
living man, of what'I had before learned myſelf 
from the oracles of God, and had been praying for 
(wich the little companxof my N and expeck- 
ing for ſeveral years. 

9. In 1739, my Brother and I publiſhed a volume | 
of “ Hymns and Sacred. Poems.“ In many of 
theſe we declared our 3 * Were | 
2 80 p. 24. 


Turn the full ſtream of a s tide: ©. | 
Lt all our actions tend 
To thee, their ſource; thy love the guide, 
Thy lory be the end. 45 
39 49 a ſcale to heaven ſhall be: "ITE 
Ons point out the road : EV 
The creatures all ſhall lead to thee, 
Andall we taſte be God. 


Lord, arm me with thy Spirit's might, 
Since I am call'd by thy 3 


In thee my wand' ring thoughts unite, - 
Of all my works be thou the aim: 
Thy love attend me all my days, 


Stags i be ty) pre 5. 19 
8 a | 


confidence in God" © 


n. Eager for thee I aſk and pant, 

So ſtrong the principle divine 

Carries me out with ſweet conſtraint, 

Till a# my halbw'd foul be thine: ; 

Plung'd in the Godhead's deepeſt ſea, 
Aud loſt in thine immenſity! p. 125. 

| Once more. Heavenly Adam, life divine, 
1 „ Change my nature into thine, 


Move and ſpread throughout my ſoul, 
Aaduate and fill the whole, p. 153. 


It would be eaſy to cite many: more paſſages, to the \ 
ſame effect. But theſe are ſuffizient to ſhew, beyond | 
contradiction, what our ſentiments then were. : 

190. The firſt tract I ever wrote expreſsly on this, 

ſubject, was publiſhed in the latter end of this year. 

That none might be prejudiced before they read it, I 

#.-.. gave it the indifferent title of The Character of a 

_ Methodiſt.” In this I deſcribed: a perfe# Chriftian, 

placing in the front, Not as though I had already attained. 
Part of it I ſubjoin without any alteration. | 

& A Metbodiſt is one, who loves the Lord his God 
with all his heart, with all his ſoul, with all his mind, 
and with all his ſtrength. Gad is the joy of his heart, 
and the deſire of his ſoul, which is continually crying. 
Whom have I in heaven but thee ; and there is none upon 
earth, whom 1 defire but thee. My God and my all! 
Thou art the ſtrength of my heart, and my portion 
for ever.” He is therefore happy in God, yea, always 
happy, as cating him a well of water ſpringin 


7 up unto everlaſting life, and overflowing his ſoul wi 
peace and joy. Perſed love having now caft out fear, 
\ K rejoices evermore. Yea, his joy is full, and all his 
bones cry out, Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
| Feſus Chrift, who according to his abundant mercy, hath ba- 
Zotten me again unto ..4 living hope of an inheritance incor- 
ruptible and undefiled, reſerved in heaven for me. 

„ And he, who hath this bope, e of immorta- 
ity, in every thing giveth thanks, as knowing that this | 
(whatſoever 100 is the will of God in il efus con- 
cerning him. From him therefore he * 5 
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all, ſaying, Good is the ill of the Lord ; and wh Ny 


he giveth or taketh away, equally dl:ffmg the: name of 
' the Lord. Whether in caſe or pain, whether in ficks 
neſs or health, whether in life or death, he giveth 
thanks from the d of the heart to him who or- 
ders it for bod : into whoſe hands he hath wholly 
committed his body and foul, as into the hand: of a 
faithful Creator. He is therefore anxiouſly carefal for 
nothing, as having caſt all his care on him that careth' for 
him, and in all things reſting on him after mating his 
requeſt known to him with thankſgiving. | 
« For indeed he prays vithout ceaſing ; at all times 
the langnage of his heart is this, Unto thee is my 
mouth, though without a voice, and my filence 
fpeaketh unto thee.” His heart is lifted up to God 
at all times, and in all places. In this he is never 
hindered, much leſs interrupted, by any perſon or 
thing. In retirement or company, in leiſure, buſi- 
neſs, or converſation, his heart is ever with the Lord. 
Whether he lie down, or riſe up, God it in all his 
thoughts : he walks with God continually, having the 
, e of his ſoul fixt on him, and every, where 

ſeeing him that is inviſible. | wh 
And loving God, he lover his neighbour as himſelf : 
he loves every man as his own ſoul. He loves hi 
enemies, yea, and the enemies of God. And if it be 
not in his power to do good to them that hate him, yet 
he ceaſes not to pray for them, though-they ſpurn his 
love, and ſtill u 2 and per ſetute bim. | 
« For he is pure in heart, Love has purified his 


heart from envy, malice, wrath and every unkind 


temper. It has cleanſed him from pride, whereof only 


cometh contention : and he hath now put on hoe t of mer- 


sies, hipdneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering. 
And indeed all poſſible ground for e his 
Part, is cut off. For none can take from him what he 


defires, ſeeing he loves not the world, nor any of tbe 
things of the world : but all his defire is unto God, and to 


the remembrance nne 


* eable tò t 1 his one deſire, is the one deſign 
of his tife, 92 


| namely, To do not his own will, but the will 
of him that ſent him. His one intention at all times 
FN | and 


OO ßꝑ̃— —— —-— 


F . 
And in all places is, not to pleaſe himſelf, but him 
whom his ſout loveth. He hath a ſingle eye. And 
becauſe his eye is ſingle, his aubole body is full of light. 
The whyle is light, as when the bright ſhining of a candle 
doth enlighten the houſe. God reigns alone: all that is 
in the ſoul is Holineſs to the Lord. There is not a 
motion in his heart but is according to his will. 
Every thought that ariſes points to him, and is in 
obedience to the law of Chriſt. 1 . 
And the tree is known by its fruits. For as he 
loves God, ſo he keeps his commandments ; not only ſome, 
or moſt of them, but All, from the leaſt to the greateſt. 
He is not content to heep the whole law and offend in one 
point, but has in all points a conſcience void of offence, 
towards God and towards man. Whatever God has 
forbidden he avoids, whatever God has enjoined he 
does. He runs the way of God's commandments, now 
He hath /et his heart at liberty. Tt is his glory and joy 
ſo todo: it is his daily crown of rejoicing, to do the 
' twill of God on earth as it is done in heaven. 
All the commandments of God he accordingly 
keeps, and that with all his might. For his obedi- 
ence is in proportion to his love, the ſource from 
whence it flows. And therefore, loving God with 
all his heart, he ſerves him with alb his ſtrength. He 
continually preſents. his ſoul and body a living ſacrifice, * 
boly acceptable to God; entirely and without reſerve, 
devoting himſelf, all he has; all he is to his glory. 
All the talents he bas, he conſtantly employs accord- 
ing to his Maſter's will; every power and faculty of 
his ſoul, every member of his body. 
« By conſequence, whatſoever he doeth, it is all to the 
glory of God. In all his employments of every kind, 
he not only aims at this, (which is implied in having a 
ſingle eye) but actually attains it. His buſinefs and 
his refreſhments, as well as his prayers, all ſerve to 
this great end. Whether he / in the houſe, or walk y 
the way; whether he lie down, or riſe up, he is pro- 
moting in all he ſpeaks or does, the one buſineſs of, 
his life. Whether he put on his apparel, or labour, 
or eat and drink or divert himſelf from too waſting 
labour, it all tends to. advance the glory of God, by 
peace 
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peace and good-will among men. His own invaria- 
E is this, Whatſurver ye do in word or deed, do it 
all in the name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to God 
even the Father through him. 

« Nor do the cuſtoms of the world at all hinder his 
running the race which is ſet before him, He cannot 
therefore lay up treaſures on earth, no mort than he can 
take fire into his boſom. He cannot /peat evil of his 
neighbour, any more than he can lie either for God 
or man. He cannot utter an unkind word of any - 
_ = love keeps the door of — lips. He cannot 

idle words : no corrupt converſation ever comes out 
A as is all that is not good to the uſe of 
edifymg, not fit to miniſter grace to the hearers, But 
whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, 
whatſoever things are juſtly of good report, he thinks, 
ſpeaks and acts, adorning the goſpel of God our Saviour 
in all thing. N 3 

Theſe are the very words, wherein I largely de- 
clared, for the firſt time, my ſentiments of Chriſtian 
Perfection. And is it not eaſy to ſee, 1. That this is 
the very point, at which I aimed all along from the 
year 1725? And more determinately from the year 
1730, when 1 began to be, homo uniur libri, a man of 
one book, regarding none (comparatively) but the 
Bible ? Is it not eaſy to ſee, 2. That this is the very 
fame doctrine, which I believe and teach at this day; 
not adding one point, either to that inward or out- 
ward holineſs, which 1 maintained eight and thirty 
years ago? And it is the ſame, which, by the grace 
- God, I 3 to teach from that time 

II now: as will appear to every impartial perſon, 
from the extracts fitbjoined A pt 
11. I do not know, that any writer has made any 
objection againſt that tract to this day. And for 
ſoemetime, I did not find much oppoſition upon the 
head, at leaſt, not from ſerious perſons. But after a 
time, a cry aroſe, and (what a little ſurpriſed me) 
among religious men, who affirmed, not that I ſtated 
Perfection wrong, but that . there is no Perfe#ion on 


earth ;”” nay, and fell vehemently on my Brother and 
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* q = defects, either in converſation or behaviour. From 
1 ſuch infirmities as theſe, none are perfectly freed, till 


* | 12 | - 
mee, for affirming the contrary. We ſcarce expected 
| ſo rough an = from theſe: eſpeeially as we were 
clear on Juſtification by Faith, and careful to aſeribe 

the whole of ſalvation to the mere grace of God. 
But what moſt ſurpriſed us was, that we are ſaid to 
e diſhonour Chriſt,” by aſſerting that he /aveth to be 


12. I think it was in the latter end of the year 

1740, that I had a converſation with Dr. GiZ/on, then 

Biſhop of London, at Whitehall, He aſked me what 

I meant by Perfe&ion. I told him without any diſguiſe 

or reſerve. When I ceaſed ſpeaking he ſaid, Mr. 

Weſley, if this be all yau mean, publiſh it. to all the 

world. If any one then can confute what. yon ſay, 

he may have free leave.” I anſwered, My Lord, 

I will,” and accordingly wrote and publiſhed the 
ſermon on Chriſtian Perfection. | 


3 In this l · endeavoured to ſhew, 1. In what ſenſe 


Chriſtians are not. 2. In what ſenſe they are perfect. 

I. In what ſenſe they are not. They are not perſact 
in Lnocvledge. They are not free from ignorance, no, 
nor from miſale. We are no more to expect any 
living man to be iaſallible, than to be omniſcient. They 
are not free from infirmities, ſuch as weakneſs or ſlow. 


1 | neſs of underſtanding, irregular quickneſs or heavi- 


neſs of imagination. Such in another kind are, im- 


21K propriety of language, ungracefulneſs of pronuncia- 


tion : to which, one, might add a thouſand nameleſs 


1 their ſpirits return to Gd. Neither can we expect 


: if till then, to be wholly freed from -tempratien : for the 
1 ſervant is not aboue his maſter. But neither in this ſenſe 
a is there any abſolute, perfectian on earth. There is no 


perfeBion of degrees, none which does not admit of a 


continual. increaſe. e. | | 
11. In what ſenſe then are they era? Obſerve, 
we are not now toſſpeak of babes in Chriſt, but adult 
Chriſtians. But even babes in Chriſt, are ſo fur per- 
| fe@ as not to commit ſin. This St. Jobs affirms ex- 
preſsly; and it cannot be diſproved by the 3 
x | $Þ es 


— 
- -" * 


- - 

4 * * 

"4 

„ | 
9 


uttermeſt ; hy maintaining he will reign in our hearts 


rr 


j 


| = $1: of # 
of ihe Old Teſtament; For what if the holieſt 


of the ancient: Jews, did ſometimes commit fin * We can» 
not infer from henee, that all Chriſtians do and 


muſt commit ſin as long as they live. 

But does not the ſcripture ſay, A juft man finneth ig 
ſeven times a day ? It does not. Indeed it ſays A juft _ 
man falleth ſeven timer. But this is quite another thing. 
For, firſt, the words, a day, are not in the text. 
Serondly, here is no mention of falling into fin at 


all. * is here mentioned, is Falling into temporal 


4 Due — Solomon ſays, There ft; no man that | 


 finneth not.” Doubtleſs tirus it was in the days Þf 
Solomon ; yea, and from Solomon to Chriſt there was 
tben no man that ſinned not. But whatever was the 


caſe of thoſe under the law, we may ſafely affirm 

with St. John, that fince the goſpel was given, he + 
#hat is born of God finneth not 9 955 
The privileges of Chriflians are in no ; will to be 
meaſured by what the Old Teſtament records con- 
cerning thoſe who were under the Jewiſh diſpenſa- 
tion: ſeeing the fullneſs of time ic now come: the Holy 
Ghoſt is now given; the great ſaivation of God is nor 
brought to men by the \revelation of Jeſus Chrifl, The 


| kingdom of Heaven is now ſet up on earth; concern- | 


ing which the ſpirit of Ged declared of old time, 


(ſo far is David from on) . the pattern or ſtandard 


of Chriſtian Perfectio that is feeble among them ar 
that day ſhall be as » and the houſe of David ſball be 
as the angel of the Lord before them. Tech. xii. 8. 5 
But the apoſtles themſelves committed fin. 
Peter by diſembling, Paul by his ſharp contention with 
Barnabas.” ' Suppoſe they did, will you argue thus: 
« If two ef the apoſtles once committed fin, then 
all other Chriftians in all ages, do and muſt commit fin - 


. as long /as they live ? Nay, God forbid we ſhould thus 
ſpeak. Nomeceſlity of fin was laid upon them: the 


grace of God was ſurely ſufficient for them. And 

it is ſufficient for us t this day. 2 
« But St. Famer" ays, In many things we offend all. - 

True: ber 0 are the yore here whe > 5 
5 , j y om” 


| 14 40510: 

Why patent or teachers whom. God ham 
not ſent. : not the himſelf, nor any real Chriſ-- 
tian. That in the word wwe (uſed by a figure of 
ſpeech: common in . as well as the N 


rs, Hamming Gas ond 
For in e tinge 


believers. but 24465 je oa were to receive the greater 
' condemnation, becauſe of theſe many offences. Nay; 
thirdly, the verſe itſelf proves, that, we offend all, can- 
not. be ſpoken either of all men, or Chriſtians. 
For in-it immediately follows the mention of a man 
who offends not, as the we firſt mentioned did: from 
whom therefore he is profeſſedly contracilinguiihed, 
and pronounced a perſes man. | 
But St. Jobn himſelf ſays If we ſay that we dure 
no fu cue deceive aurſelves. And if ve ſay we-have not 
Fenned, aur make hint @ ar, and his word is not in us,” 
I anſwer, 1. The tenth verſe fixes the ſenſe of the 
eighth: V we abe have not fin in the former, being 5 
— by, If que ſay wwe have not fined, in the latter 
verſe. 2. The point under conſideration is not, 
whether we have or have not ſinned veretofore and 
neither of theſe verſes aſſerts, that we do fin,- or 
commit fin nom. 3. The ninth verſe explains both 
the eight "and tenth. 2 he is faithful 
and juſt ia forgive us our fins, rom, all un- 
right ©, As 2 d ſaid, I hae be 2 4K 
ed, The blood of Cbriſt cleanſeth from no 
man can ſay I need it ww have. no ſin to be 
cleanſed from,  /f ue fay, aue have no fin, that we have + 
not ſinned, we deceive ourſelves, and make God a liar, 
But / we confeſs our fins, be is faithſul and juſt, not only 
to forgive us our ſint, but alſo to clegnſe us from all n- 
© righteauſagſc, that we may go and fin no more. In con- 
formity therefore both to the doctrine of St. I 
5 e of the m_ Teſtament, we fix this 


F f ' Qq* 

$7 conch, A Ce fryer, as not to 
commit ſin. 

his is che g of every Chriſtian, io 

yea, -though Ede burn babe in Chrift. But it is 

only of grown Chriſtians it can be affirmed, they are 

«a ſuthia ſenſe perfect, as, ſecondly to be freed from 

evil thoughts" and evil temp Firſt, from evil or 5 

Sifu ladeed whence ſhould they ring 
Due of the Bart of man, if at all, procceds evil thoug 

If chereſore the heatt be no Labs woes, then 20 

thoughts no longer proceed out of i For 4 good iir 

rannot bring forth evil fruit. 

"Andas the Ar x freed from evil thoughts, ſo Vie 
wiſe from evil tempers. Every one of theſe can ſay. 
2 Faul, Fd with Chrift : "nevertheleſs I 

v0 7. but Chrif th in me. words that ma- 
| —4 deſeribe w verance from inward, as well 
as from outward ſin. This is expteſſed doth nega- 
tively, I He not, my evil nature, the body of fin is 
Heſtroyed; and rofetvely” Chrift Irozth in "me, "and 
therefore-all that" is holy, and juſt, and good. In- 
deed both theſe, Chrift Fotth in ne, and I [ive not, are 
inſeparably. connected. For what communion hath 
wen with <atttieſs, or ChrifÞwith Bellal? | 
He therefore, who: liveth'in theſe: Chriſtians, hath | 
purified their hearts by faith:; inſomuch that ever one, 
that bas Chriſt in him, the bope e puri fell 117 
even ut be i pure. He is pur om pride; for 

Chriſt was 10 0 in heart. He is pure from Lelire 
and ſelf- will; for Chriſt deſtred ar to do the will 
of his Father. And he is from anger, in the 
common ſenſe. of the we ; for” Chriſt Was meek 


word; for his is angry at fi coal he is grieved 


for the inner: He'feels à eney at every of- 
fence againſt God, but N ae o 
the- offender. * 
5 doth Jeſtis fave His ny 0 . fins, a 
7 Trot war outward br the fins. of 


their : on e un den. 


- Lee add. ad So tot 


Lid 24.46 
2 * 


— 
= 5 

A 
— 
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The apoftte here, beyond all contradiction, ſpeaks of 
Fig - Chriſtians, of whom he 


flatly affirms, that -not — 8 at or after their death, : 


- - 


the apoſtle here ſpeaks of a deliverance wrought in 


ou 


(5) 


not in this world.” Nay, „ hrray 1 Horns | 


our love malie þ ed, that ue may 
2 auſe at he mat, ſo 8 — 


himſelf and other li 


but in this world, they are as their m 


Exactly agreeable to this are his words in the. ir | 


chapter : Cod is Tight, and in him is no darkneſs at alk 


| Hue walk in the light, as he. ts in the light, «ve have fel- 
one wvith another, and the blood of Fefus Chrift his - 
Sen e anſeth us from all fn. And again: f wy ee 1 


eur fins, he is faithful and juſt to forgive us our fins, and 
zo cleanſe us from all BEES Arle, 7. Now it is evident 


this world. For he faith not, The blood of Chriſt 
ill cleanſe (at the hour of death, or in the day of 


zudgment) but it clłanſeth at the time preſent, us 
living Chriſtians from all fin. And it is equally; evi. 


dent, that if any fin remain, we are not cleanſed 4 


from all fin, If any unri hteouſneſs remain in the 
ſoul, it is not cleanſed from all uurighteouſneſs. 


Neither let any ſay, that this relates to juſtification. - 


only, or the cleanſing us from the guilt ir of fin ; firſt, 


becauſe this is confounding together what the:apoſtle 


clearly diſtinguiſhes who mentions firſt, to forgive ut 
our fins, and then, to cleanſe us from all unri ighte 
ouineſs: ſecondly, becauſe this is aſſertin juliica 
tion by works in the ſtrongeſt ſenſe jv Tap 

making all inward as well as all outward holineſs, 


_ neceſſarily previous to juſtification. . For if the 


cleanſing here ſpoken of is no other than cleanſing 


us from the guilt of ſin, then we are not cleanſed 
from 9 92 that is, not juſtified, unleſs, on condition 


of wa 12 in the light as he is in the light. It 
tema tek that Chriſtians are ſaved in this world 
from all unrighteouſneſs : that they are 

now. in-ſach-a ſenſe eh as not to commit ſin, and 
to be freed from evil thoughts and evil tempers. 
It could not be, but that a diſcourſe of this kind, 
(which directly contradicted the favourite opinion of | 


eſteemed 


many, who were r by others, and poſſibly - 


Wis 


5 6 ½ ) : 
eſteemed themſelves ſome of the EY of t f Chriſtians, 
whereas if theſe things were 695; ere not 
Chriſtians at all) ſhould give no ſma n «Many 
anſwers or ae bros ag 175 ke expected ; 
but I was agreeably diſappointe not know 
that any appeared: ſo I went guet ap: my way. 
13. Not long after, I think in the ſpring, Kaen 
we. publiſhed a: ſecond volume of 97 
doctrine was Rill much miſunderſtood, and conſe · 
quentiy miſtepreſented, I. judged it needful to ex- 
lain yet farther upon the head, Which was done i in 
doe Rey to it as e | 
„This great gift of God, the rages of our fouls - 
is no other, than the image of God fre ſtamped Xe 
our hearts. It is a; renewal in the ſpirit, of "dur minds, 
er the likerieſt of bim that created them. God hath now 
the dt unto the root of the tree, . purifying their hearts 
by faith, and **cleanfing all the 1 of their 


hearts by the «Dire of his holy ſair Having. 
this hope, that they ſhall fee God 1 
- evin as be is pure, and holy, as te 


Ei e is holy, ins er of conmriations” © 

e 1 7 
ain, in ce 

they daily 0 is from: ength to Tu 

now, as in @ glas, the glory of the n 

into the 1 from glory den, by the pen of 


the Lot 2t 
4 Kur bers the erf of the Lord ir, there is Hy, 
ſuch liberty, from the l of. In and death, as the chil- 
dren of this orld will not believe, a man de- 
who 


Clare it unto them. The Son hath made f 
S 


are neh Pre Ther el 
bitterneſs, Pratle.. Th 
is of God, "that it is. 


[4 1.4 in * 
Se e Seel, that. # 17 e eee, 
ſpeak, but the ſpirit of their Father apy ee 


: and that whatſvever is def 5 non, the 
; For e eee e 

is to them all in all, and they are nothing in "ie 
2 fight. They are freed from ln as deſiring 


B 3. Wort nothing 


— * ©. 
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in moſt ſdul, Father, thy will be done.“ 


7 
teacheth them ev 


ſenſe freed from temptations: 


| attained it yet. 


6 18) 


ndthing but the holy, and perfect will of God: 


Hot ſupplies in want, not eaſe “ in pain, nor life, or 
death or any ereature, but continually Frying in n their 

ey are 
freed from evil thotighre, d that they cannot enter into 


them, no, not for a moment. Aforetime, when an 


evil thought came in, they looked up, and it vaniſhed 
away. ' But now it does not come in, there hein 

no room for this, in'a ſoul which i is full of Go 

They are free from wanderings in prayer. Whenſo- 
ever they pour out their hearts in a more immediate 
manner before God, they have © no thought of any 
thing paſt, or preſent, or to come, but of God alone. 


In times paſt, they had . thoughts darted 


in, which yet fled away like ſmoke : but now that 
ſmoke does not riſe at all.- 'They bave no fear or 
doubt, either as to their ſtate in general, or as to any 

particular action. The unden from the Holy One 


hour, what they ſhall do, and 
what they fhall ſpeak. Nor therefore have they * 
any need to reaſon egpcerni; 


it. They are in one 
or though numberleſs 
temptations fy about them, yet they || trouble them 
not. At all times their ſouls are even and calm, 


- their hearts are ſtedfaſt and unmoveable. Their 


ce flowing as a 2 2 anderflanding, and 

ex rejoice with j oy, For“? 
25 are ſtakd by i unto Fay hav- 
ing the witneſs in hemkchres, that Hee i laid up fr 


Thi is toe rent — Ae cafes yin 


He alto#foe it; olly with tefignativn' r Net as 7 wilt, deſire, 


ag wat gy 
ISS t00. ſtrong. | Seq that fermon on Wandering 


Nn caſe; but only for a 4ime. 
1 be ſo: But not always. 
& Sometimes they have no need: 2 other times they have, 
I Sometimes they do not + at other times they do, and that 


 grievouſly. 


** Not all who are bea from fin navy of them hav not. 


\ FOE] 15 19 ) | 
den fe, viel,  <vhich. the Lord will give 
them in 
Not cry one is 4 child of the devil, cal 
he is. thus re a in love, On the contrary, 'who- 
ever has “ à ſure confidence: in God, that through 
the mexits of Chriſt, his Gigs are forgiyen,?! he is a 
child of N oy — 
the promi either ought he in any wile to 
| N ja ay or to deny the faith he bas receiv« 
ed, berauſe it is weak, or becaule it is tried cu fires 
To that his ſoul. i 15 in 2 through n. 
Hons. 
"- 68 Neither Fu we  afflrm, as ſame have done, chat 
all this ſalvation is given at ance.” There is indeed an 
der antaneous (as well as gradual) work of God in his 
ildren : and there wants not, we know, a cloud of 
witneſſes, who have received, in one moment, either 
a clear ſenſe of the for r of their ſins, or the 
abiding witneſs of the oly Spirit. But we do not 
know a ſingle inſtance, in any place of a perſon's 
receiving, in ane and the ſame moment, remiſſion of 
ſins, the abiding witneſs the ſpirit, and a new, a 
clean heart. N. 
Indeed, how God may work, we n tell 
but the gf general manner, wherein he - does work, is 
thats FAR. Ones: once truſted in themſelves, that 
be: were mY teous, that they were rich, aud increaſed. 
in goodi, and had need of nothing, are, by the Spirit of 
app bis word, convinced that they are poor 
and naked. All the things that they have done, are 
drought to their remembrance, and ſet in array be- 
fore them, ſo that they ſee the wrath of God hang - 
ing over their heads, and feel that they deſerve the 
damnation, of hell. In their trouble they cry unto 
the Lord, and he ſhews them, that he hath taken 
away their fans, and opens the kingdom of heaven 
in their hearts, rig eſs and (Sud joy in the Holy. 
| Ghoſt. Sorrow and pain are fled away, and fr hath, 
0 more dominion over them. Knowing rs paws are 
| Sfified freely thfough faith in his blood, they 
k RP ty roo, 


” * "— . a — vv» — * 


We 


- ing their. fins. were forgiven, Under theſe. clouds; © 


_ _ tinually with their fpirits,; that they are the children 


— 
- 


t = } 
| 2 Fg Lg of Cal, and the lune i Godir 

hearts. - N. 

= 2 fea peace they remain for days, '6t weeks 

months, andieommotily ſuppoſe, they ſhall 2 
Se ae e a 4 / 
roacay rar” un the än which % wolf et e 25+ 
them, (pefhaps anger or deſire) aſſault them 72 5g 

and thruſt ſore. at them. that they may full! 2 
ariſes fear, chat they ſhall not endure to che end ü! 
often doubt, whether God has not forgotten them, 
or whether they did not deceive in thinks 


if they" reaſon with thé devil; they go 
rning all the day, long. But it is OY 
before their Lord anſwers for himſClf; ſending the 

the Holy Ghoſt to tonifort them, to bear witneſs con- 


__ efiGod.: Then they ate indeed meek. and gentle and 
teachable; even as à little child. And now“ Erft do 
they ſee the grouũd bf their heart, which God before 
would not diſeloſe unto them, leſt the ſoul ſhould 
fail before him, and che fpirit Whick he had made. 
Now they ſee all the hidden abo 23 there, the 
depths f pride, ſelfiwill and Jer b. IM 
witneſs in- themſelves, Thou art an _ 
joint heir with Chriſt, even in the 
trial? which continually heightens' vices the © Areas 
ſenſe they then have, of their mability = bop ths, 
ſelves, and the inexpreſſible 2 they Faye tr 


full renewal in” his image, is her 
holineſs. * Then God is min df er the . per . 


2 e eye, and 4 
| * is own imag 


— ry by 
T 
: + * 


3 


+ h PT re nt one 
vas publiſhed four and twenty years ago, any owe ſhould fare! 


*. down, That this is a new rige, and what L never W. 
th ere 


- \ - 


| "Has ee bor wk, 1- That this is the 

ſtrong eſt account we ever gave of Chriſtian Perfec- 

Ay tion: indes too ſtrong in more than one partieular, | 
as is. obſerved in the notes annexed ; 2. That there | 


1 Ana which we have ſeen ſince advanced upon 
ISL - he ſubj * either in verſe or proſe, whickis not either 
= 2 | | ee or indirectly contained in this preface. 80 


. that whether.our preſent doctrine be right or wrong, 
it Ishdwever the ſame which we taught from the be- 
ing. 
1 5 I need, not give additional proofs. of this, by 
. . multiplying quotations , from the m__ itfelf, It 
. - - may ſuffice, to cite part of nes bes bn the laſt 
in 1 volume. 


— * 


FOG” Lor , 3 3 or) 

#4739 Iq all thy people known, . 8 

eee 7% where pure enjoyment reigns, :, 1 U 
And thou art d alone « r Ao 0 ade 


11 reſt, where all our ſoulꝰs ah. 8 ‚ 5 * 7 
Is fixt on An Fr above: fl T 
| Where doubt and pain, and Kea expir x 


7 


9 Caſt out by perfett lee. re s 
From every evil mation freed 458 Ext 
| (The Son hath made us free) aig 


On all the powers of hell we ed f 
Ia glorious liberty. 1 _ 


111 Baſe in the way of life; above it 4 
6 Death, earth and hell we riſe: 


* * * 


s . We find, when perſeded in . | 1 70 4 : . 
2 Our leog-dought Paradiſe. n 328 
8 5 8 0 that I now the reſ may 1 þ ho rie 


4 Believe and enter in! 1 a 
| New, Saviour noto, the power beſtow, a 
7 And let me ceaſe from fin ! | 


Remove this harditeſs from my heart | rat 

This wnbelief. remove: WE SITY 

"fo me the reſt of faith i impart, Let 

. The ſabbath of thy love. 7 | 
Come 
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& the accepted time Now is the day 
And laſtly, that, if any ſpeak otherwiſe, h is the 


Pater 
4 


abundanee of the bymns 


( # ) 


Come, 'D apa e 1 


Into my foul deſcend! 
de longer from thy creature Ray, © 
Win „ er nd u. hh 


The blifs thou haſt for me b 
No longer be delay'd: þ 
5 Coe, 'my exceeding great reward, | | 
For whom T firſt was made. 10 


. eme Father, Sen, and Holy Ghoſt, 
And feat mi thine above! | 
Let all I am in thee be. loſt: 
Let all be loſt in God! © 


Can any thing"be' more Ulear, than 1. That here 
alſo is as full 'and Ned a ſakoation as we 
ſpoken of? 2. That this is ſpoken of as re . 


mere — — and as hindered only by tnbellef ? 
and conſequently the falvation.w ah 1 it 


—.— is ſpoken of as; given n an ian ? 
It is fuppoled that tant 22 be 4 that we need 
not ſtay another moment : that dhe very now, 

wird fall ſalvation 1 


perſon that brings new doctrine among us ? 

15. About a year after, namely in the year 1742, 
we publiſhed 2 volume of hymns. The 
pute being now at the height, we ſpoke upon the 
head more largely than ever before. ' Accordingly 
in this volume treat expreſs- 
iy on this ſubject. And ſo does the preface, which 
as it is ſhort, it may not be amiſs/to inſert intire. 

* 1. Perhaps the general prejudice againſt Chriſ- 
tian Perfection, m 
henſion of the nature of it. We willingly allow, and 
eontinually declare, there is no ſueß; per feria in this 


fe, as implies either a diſpenſation from doing 

and attending all the ordinances of God, ox a free - 

dom from ignorance, miſtake, temptation, and a 
e. ona <onnetted, with fleſh 


thouſand 
and blood. 


59 11 Mugs, 4 as 4. Firſt, 


ve ever 


4. That 


may chiefly ariſe from à miſappre- 


* - 85 844 


. * 


v enn nene 


a (! 23: )) . 
16 * Firſt, we not only allow, but earneſtly con- 
tend, that there is no Perfection in this life, which 
implies any diſpenſation from attending all the ordi- 


nances of God, or from daing good: unto all. men while + 


ave have time, thou 1 ofdecially e the. houſhold of faith. 
We believes — only the babes in Chriſt, who - 
have newly found redemption in his blood; but thoſe + 
alſo who are grows up into perfeft men, are indiſpenſibly 
obliged, as often as they have opportunity, to eat 
bread and drink wine in remembrance of Him, and to ſearch - 
the ſcripturer : by. fafting, as well as temperance, to lh 
their bodies under, aud bring them into ſubjectiom and above 
all, to pour out their ſouls: in prayer, both Nr 
and in the great congregation. 

g- We —— that there: is no fach ? 
in this life, as implies an entire deliverance, 
either from ignorance, or miſtake, in things not ef- 
ſential to falwation,i on from manifold temptations, or 
ſrom numberleſs infirmities, where with the corrup- 
tiblei body more or leſs _ down the ſoul. We 
cannat find any ground in ſ @-tQ ſuppoley char 
any inhabitant of @ houſe of clay, is wholly exompt, - 
_ _— bodily infirmities, or from i ignorance / 1 

— or rr gg rags miſ-- | 
w_ or mtq divers tem prations.. n 1 

4 But . you mean by r 

? We mean one in whom e mind which ii 
in Chrifl;cand who ſq walketh ur Chrift al, d a 
man that. hath clean bands! and a | 
cleanſed from all \filthinoſs of eb and Fpirit : one in 
whom is a0 occafion of flumbling, and who. accordingly; 
docs wat cmi in. To declare this a little more par- 
ticularly: we underſtand by that ſcriptural — , 
ſion, 8 man, one in whom — hath fulſilled his 
faithſub word, From all \your | 
idols: auill:] thanſe you +. 1 
= uncleannugſar. We underſtand hereb 


Jandiified throughout, 
who isvalketh in the light 


. * Job 


pure heart, or that is 


AT es ns 


— 


G 

on 5. This man can now teſtify to all mankind, 7 
an crucified with Chriſt . nevertheleſs I der f not 1 
'" but Chriſt liveth in me. He is, 30% as God who called 
him ic holy, both in heart op oat arc 1 =, Or may 
ſation. He loveth the Lord his God with all. 
and ſerveth him with all his frength, He 12 7 his 
neighbour every man, I yea, as Chriſ loveth 
us + them in particular, that uſe him and per- 
ſeeute him, becauſe they know not the Son, l Father. . 
Indeed — * love, filled — bowel: of mer- 
cia, kindne 4 mee 4 entleneſs, ex, And 
1 thereto, full of Sr was faith, the 


bever he 


| _ In every thought of our 
| every wor our tongues, in every 
— to. fheeo forth way who hath called © 
vt out of darkneſs aue bus maroellous kght. O that we, 
| who ſeek the Lord Jeſus in 3 may 
thus be made page in. one # 
This is the doctrine which we preached from the 
| deginning, and which we preach this day. Indeed 
it in every point of light, and compar- 
in and again, with che word of God on 
and the experience of the children of 
God on the other, we ſaw farther into the nature 
and properties of Chriſtian Perfedion. But ſtill 
there is no contrariety at all, between our firſt and 
our laſt ſentiments. Onr firſt conception of it was, 
It is to have the mind which. war in Chr, and to 
evalh, at he walked : to have all the mind that was in 
him, and always to walk as he walked. In other words, 
to be inwardly and outwardly devoted to God; afl de- 
voted in heart and life. And we have the fame concep- 
tion of it now, without either addition or . : 
1 


of three. 


£ 


* 
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16. The hymns concerning it in this volume are 
too numerous to tranſcribe. I ſhall only cite a part 


P. 80. Saviour, from ſin I wait to prove 


That Jeſus is thy healing name: 


To loſe, when perfected in love, 


Whate?er I have, or can, or am: 


1 ſtay me on thy faithful word, 
The ſervant ſhall be as his Lord. 


Anſwer that gracious end in me 


For which thy precious life was giv'n; 5 


Redeem from all iniguity, 


Reſtore and make me meet for heaven: ; 


Unleſs thou purge my every fain, 
Thy ſuffering and my faith. is vain. 


Didſt chou not die, that I might lire, * 
No longer to myſelt but thee ? > 2 . 


_— — ſoul, and ſpirit give 
o him who gave himſelf for me? 


Come then my maſter and my God, 
Take che dear purchaſe of thy blood. ct 


Thy own peculiar fervancclaim, 


For thy own truth and iercy's abe; ; 


Hallow in me thy glorious name-: 


Me for thine own this moment. take. 


And change and throvghly purify, - - 
Thine only may I live and die. 


* 258. Choſe from the world if now 1 Aland; 


1 with righteouſueſs divine. 
ought into the promis'd land 
Tull call the, Saviour mine: 


4 * o 


The ſanRifying ſpirit pour 

To quench my thirlt and waſh me Clean, 
Now, Saviour, let the gracious ſhower, 
Dae and — me pure A | 


C 8 Purge 
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And all their foul is love.” 


( 26 ) 
Porge me from every finful blot : 


idols all be caſt aſide: 
Cleanſe me from every evil thought, 
From all the filth of ſelf — pride. 


The hatred of the carnal mind 


Out of my fleſh at once remove : 


| Give me a tender heart, reſign'd, 


And pure, and full of faith and love. 


0 that I now from fin releas'd, 


Thy word might to the utmoſt prove: 
Enter! into thy promis'd reſt! 
The Canaan of thy perfe love! 


Now let me gain perfection's height! 
Now let me be lan nothing fall ; 

Be leſs than nothing in my ſight, 
And feel that Chriſt is all i in all. 


P. 298. Lord, I believe, thy work of grace 


Is perfect in the ſoul: 


His heart is pure who ſees. thy face, 


His ſpirit 4 is made whole, 


From every ſickneſs by thy word, 


From'every foul diſeaſe, 
Sav'd and to verſe health. d. 


To perſec bolineſe. 


He walks in lorious liberty, 

_Toin AD dead : 

The Truth, the Son : ath made him Ho, 
And he is free indeed. | | 8 


Throughout his ſoul thy glories ſhine, 
His ſoul is all reneww'd, 

And deck'd in righteouſneſs divine; 
And cloath'd and Abd with God. 


my 


This is che reſt, the life, the peace, 


Which all thy people prove, 
Lore i is the bond of perfectneſs, 


O joyful 


( 27 ) | 
O joyful ſound of goſpel· grace! 
| _ Chriſt ſhall in me a op . 
„ fev'n L ſhall ſee his | 
1 ſhall be holy here! | 


He viſits now the houſe of clay, 
He ſhakes his future home; 
© would'ſt thou, Lord, on this glad day 


Into thy temple come ! 


Come, O my God, thyfelf reveal, 
Fill all this mighty void; 
Thou only canſt my ſpirit All :- 
Come, O my God, my God! 


Fulfil, fulfil my large deſires, 
Large as infinity ! 
Give, give me ally my ſoul requires, * 
Al, all, that is in thee! 


17. On Monday, June 25, 1744, our eſt Confer- 
ence began; ſix clergymep, and all our preachers 
being preſent. The next morning we ſeriouſly con- 
ſidered the doctrine of Sanctification or Perfection. 
The queſtions aſked coneerning it, and the ſubſtance 
of the anſwers given, were as RR: | 

85 What is it to be /andified ? ; 
| To be renewed in the i image of God, m rights! 

ouſneſs and true holineſs. 

9. What is implied in being a pere Chriſtian ? 
A. The loving God with all our heart, and mind, 
and ſoul, Deut. vi. 5. 

. rom hae imply that all inward fin is taken 

away 

A. Undoubtedly: or how can we be ſaid to be 
faved from all — Ezek. 36. i 
Our ſecond Conference began Aug. 1, 1745: The 
next morning we ſpoke of Sanctification as follows. 
9, When does in ward OY begin ? | 

A. In a moment a-man is et ſin re- 


mains in' him, yea, * ia . 
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3 From that time a bellever gradually dies 


to. ſin, and grows in grace. 


2. 1s this ordinarily given un a little befom 
daath ? 

A. It is not to thoſe, who expect it no faonee.. 

©, But may we expect it ſooner? _ 

A. Why not? For although we grant, 1. That 
whom we have hitherto 
known, were not ſanctified till near death: 2: That 


few of thoſe, to whom St. Paul wrote his epiſtles, 


were ſo at that time: nor 3. He himſelf at the time 
of writing his former epiſtles : yet all this does not 


pProve, that we may not be ſo : 


2 In what manner ſhould we preach ſanctifica- 
tion 
A. Scarce at all to thoſe, who are not preſſing 
forward, to thoſe, who are, always by way of pro- 
miſe ; always drawing, rather than driving. 

Our third Conference began Tueſday, May 26;. 


In this we n read over the Minutes of the 
two preceding Conferences, to obſerve whether any 
thing contained therein might be retrenchedor altered 


on more mature conſideration. But we did not ſee 
cauſe to alter in any reſpect, what we had agreed 
upon before. 


Our fourth Conference began on Tueſday, 
As ſeveral perſons were pr bo 
who did not believe the doctrine of perfection, we. 
agreed to examine it from the foundation. 

In order to this, it was aſked, . 


How much is allowed by our Men Who 
differ from us, with re 


rd to entire ſanctification?ꝰ 


A. They grant, i. That every one muſt be en: 


tirely ſanctißed in the article of death: 2. That till 
then a believer daily grows in grace, comes nearer 


and nearer to perfection: 3. That we ought to be 
continually preſſing after it, and to exhort aus others 
ſo to do. 
2. What do we allow them? | 
A. We grant, 1: That many of thoſe who have 


died i in the 1025 yea, the greater part of thoſe we 


have 


6 | 
have known; were ndt is love, till a little be- 
fore their death: 2. That the term /anfified, is con- 
tinually applied by St. Faul, to all that were juſtified: 
3. That 5 this term alone, he rarely, if ever, 
means, Saved from all fin??? 4. That conſe- 
quently it is not proper to uſe it in that ſenſe, with- 
out adding the word , entiruly, or the like: 
5. That the inſpired writers almoſt continually ſpeak 
of or to thoſe-who were juſtified; but very rarely of 
or to thoſe who. were wholly ſandtified.: +. 6. That 
conſequently it behoves us to1peakalmoſt continually 
of the ſtate of joſtification;; but more rarely, % 
leaſt || in full and n 2 W entire 3 

. ä TOR 

2. What then is the point where:we divide? 
A. It is this: ſhould we expect to be fared from 
all fin before the artiele of death .: 

-  D. Is there any clear ſcripture-promiſe of this, That 
God will ſave us from all fin. 

A. There is. ove cyan 8. He Hall redeem. 22 


all his ſins. 
This is more largely expeeſt inthe propheſy of Ezz- 
KIEL; Then will Jandl aunter upon you, and ye ſhall 
be clean: from all your filthinaſs and from all your idols will 
J cleanſe you—1 will alſo ſaue you from all your unclean- 
neſſes, chap. xxxvi. ver. 25. 29. No promiſe can be 
more clear. And to this the apoſtle plainly refers 
in that exhortation, Having theft promifes, tet us. cleanſe 


ves from all filthineſs of and pi , Wee holi- 
'neſs in the fear of God, 2 Cor. vii. 1. Equally _ 
5 peel is that ancient promiſe, The Lord: 4 God | 


| RD rr | 

the Lord thy r 

Deut. Xxx. 6. be | 
Q. But does any eren aalen. ro this, occur 

in the New: Teſtament > - * 


0 Na ann e ty JP AP. & 
e eee but hey 


Speak to them, jointly with others, almoſt continually, _ 
More rarely l allow; but yet in ſome places very | 


PT and explicitly; ; 8 1 ; 
: c 3 A. There 


mie through their mord: | 
N the he alfo may be one 
in us: is them, und thou in me, that they may be mad 


(50). 


. Thee does; and dh laid down ine plainett 
terms. 80 1 John iii. 8. For this purpoſe 


Cod was manifeſled; that he might deftiroy the works of the 


devil : the works of the devil, without any limitation 


br reſtriction, but all fin is the word of the devil. Pa- 
rallel to which is the aſſertion of St. Paul, Eph. v. 25, 
27. Chriſt loved the Church, and gave himfelf for it, —that 
he might preſent it to himſelf a — church, not having 
pot or wrinkle, or any ſuch things but that it might be boy 
and without Blemiſh. 


the Son of 


And to the lame effec is his aſſertion in the eighth bg 


of the Romans, ver. 3, 4. God ſent Bis Son. — that the -- 


rightcinſugs of the law might be flfled in u. oe walk 


| wot afier the fleſh, but after * ſpirit. 


ground for expecting to be ſaved from al/ fin? 
A. Undoubtedly it does, but in thoſe prayers and 
_ *commands, which are equivalent to the eg aſſer- 


198 tions. 


8 What ＋ do you mean ? 


A. Prayers 


God. Such in particular are, 1. Deliver us from evil. 


Now when this is done, when we are delivered from 


all evil, there can be no ſin remaining. 2. Nether 
Pray I for theſe alove, * whe ſhall believe on 
one, as thou, 


-perſe# in one, John xvii. ver. 20, 21, 23. 3. I bow 


muy Ines unto the God and Father of our Lol Fes Cbrif | 


bar he would grant 70 f hẽ, ye being roated and 
grounded in love, may be able to tompeelend eoith all foits, 


e it the 4 and length, and depth, and height, 
aich paſſoth- knowledy . 
fulneſs. of God, Eph. iii. 


"and ro know the * 
T hat ye may be filled with all 
14, &c. 4. The very God of peace ſandiify you wholly, 
And I pray God, oor A Bord: ul und body,' may be 


1 Theff; . 23. 
„ What command is there to the ſame cba 


E Does the New Teſtament afford any farther 


r entire ſanctification, PR were 
there no ſuch thing, would be mere mockery of 


Te Blamelefs unte the Aer, ore? Lord Fejur Cori. ES 


A. 1. 


| F By ef, as your Kale whorivin bibven 
vi Bu go perf, 2. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
1 thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with 
all thy mind, Mart. xzii. 37. But if the love of God 
fill all the heart, there can be no ſin there. 
2. But how does it appear, N is to be done 
before the article of death? 
A. 1. From the very nature of a Nenn : 
which is not given to the dead but to the living. 
Therefore ſhalt love God with all thy heart; 
cannot mean, Thou ſhalt do this when won Gn. | 
wy white thou liveſt. 72 
2. From: expreſs texts of Seripenresi 1. The | 
by grace of God that bringeth ſalvation hath appeared 
—— 2 all men; teaching us, that having renounced 
dly and worldly luſts, we ſhould ie ſoberly, 
right teonſſy, and godly in this preſent world: look. 
ing for the "glorious us appearing of our Lord Jeſus 8 
Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that he might re- 
deem us from all (iniquity; and purify: unt imſelf 
fl  -a peculiar: people, zealous of good works, Tit. id. 
1114. 2. He hath raiſed up an horn of ſalvation 
for us to perform the mercy promiſed to our fa- 
thers; the oath which he — to/ our ſather Abra- 
ham, that he would grant unto us, that we bei 
delivered out of the s of our enemies, ſho ld 
ſerve him without fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs 
-before him, all the ae of our life, Luke i. _—_— 
Kc. 1 „ Haehib £5 Lei 
2. 18 ahare any ant in ſcripture of perſons 
; who have attained to this es | 
Ai Yes, St. Johm and all thoſe af widths fars, : 
10 'Herein is our love made perſect, that we may hare | 
boldneſs in the day of judgment; becauſe as Reli . 
ſo ate; we in this world; t Johm iv. 17.“ 
. Can you ſhew one ſuch example now! Where 
is be hat if thus perfect? L. 9 81:47 314 
A. To ſome that make this enquiry . f 
anſwer, If I knew one here, I would not tell . 
- for you do not enquire out of love. 9 are like 
817 You e ana outer . ro 


ee 4 Marth 


— — : 
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at more directly we anſwer. Frese are 
. why there ſhould: be few, if any, —— 
exaniples. What inconveniencies would this 
bnd tlie perſon himſelf, ſet as a mark for all to;ſhoot 
at? And how unprofitable would it be to gainſayers ? 
% For if they hear not Moſes: and the Prophets, 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles; neither would my be per- 
ſuaded though one roſe from the dead. 
D. Are we not apt to have a ſecret + diſtaſte to 
any Who ſay they are ſaved from all 701. 


A. Tis very poffible we may; and 3 favs ; 


ral grounds: partly from a concern for the good 
of Houls, who: may be hurt, if theſe are not what 
they ꝓrofeſs; partly from a kind of implicit: enu 
at t _ ſpeak of higher attainments. than our 
own, und partly from our natura].fowneſs/an un- 
- readineſs of heart, to believe the works of God. 
ny may we not continue TE of faith 
till we are perſected indove ? 
A. Why indeed? 1 Since: boly.: grie Wy does: an 
quench this joy: ſince even while * under the 
croſs; hile wo deeply partake of the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, we may rejoice with joy unſpeakable. 
From theſe extracts it undeniably. appears, nit 
only what was mine and my Brother's . 
but what was the judgment of all the. Pr. 
.  Conhexion with us, in the year 44, 45, 46, and 47. 
Nor do 1 remember, that in any of theſe conferen- 
ces we had one diſſenting voice: but Whatever 
_ doubts any one had when n munen all 
removed before we parte. 
B. An the year 1749, my Brother printed two 
volumes of « Hymns and Sacred Poems.“ As I 
did: not ſee theſe before they were publiſhed, there 
were ſome things in them which I did not approve 
of. But 1 upproved of the main of the 
| es on this head; a _ I b are 
YE1LT19 i 13 TI 84 arts Os 
ER e Lot be cant lied bere, 0 "I 
n evorks. deſtroy! N 
| | Now, 25 thout in me appear, 


And fl with e ts. joy: 


SY 


1 9 
Thy beatific face diſplay: 4 
Thy I) is the tar. Pal. U 2. * — 


Swift to m my. reſcue come, th * g 
Thy own this moment ſeize ! | j 

Gather my wandering ſpirit home, - 
And _ in Perfect Peace. 


xy Soffer'd no more. to rove ith 7 

O'er all the earth abroad, | __ 
Arreſt the priſoner of thy kove; 0" 231 

And ſhut me up in God! 11. 


? bg 


Thy pris'ners releaſe, vouchſafe us hs peace: : 
And our ſorrows and ſins in a moment ſhall ceaſe. 
That moment be now ! Our petition allow, 

Our preſent Redeemer and Comforter thou ! Pol. II. 


CS. Arad: 2»... 


* this inbred Gn Prone | 
Loet the yoke Now be broke; 


Make me thine for erer... * 
Partner of thy perfect e 1 8 
Let me be New in thee A 


A new ſinleſs creature. 


Turn me, Lord, and turn me now 1 
To thy yoke my ſpirit bow: 
Grant me now the pearl to find 

Of a meek and quiet mind. 


Calm, O calm my troubled breaſt; 

Let me gain that ſecond r 
From my works for ever ceaſe, * | 
PerfeRed in holineſs. fe 162. 


* 
n —_—  — 


Come i in this accepted he \ 
Bring thy heavenly kingdom in 
Fill us with thy glorious power 
Rooting out the ſeeds of ſin. p. 168. 


Come 


#4 
Come thou dear Lamb, for ſinners nn: 
Bring in the cleanſing flood: 'F 
Apply, to waſh out every Hain, 
Thine efficacious blood. 


O let ir Gnk into our foul. 
Deep as the inbred ſin: 1 
Make every wounded ſpirit "EY oa 


And every Es clean P. 171. 


Dn af hope ariſe! 

ee your Lord appear! 

Ko! on the wings of love he flies, 
And brings Nee e 881 


Redemption in his blood 
ER He oalle you to rebeive: 722 N 
80 Home unto me, the Prad ning God: 
Believe, he cries, met 
£21] LO 91% 
| x \- a te 4 ? 
Till fav'd from ſin- remains, b 
Reject the inbred tyrant's you | 
And caſt AWAF - his chains. 


Our nature ſhall no mare mY 
£ _w_ us dominion have: 

y faith we apprehend: the power; ar nl 

Which ſhall for ever fave. n 


Jeſu, our lie, in us appear, 
Who daily * thy death: 
: Reveal, thyſelf; the finiſher : 


Thy quick uing ſpirit breaths 1 


' Unfold the hidden 1 
The ſecond gift ha coy r | 
Reveal thy glorious; ſelf in me: 
In every wadng heart. 


S 
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In Him we have peace, In Him we have power ! 
Preſerv'd by his grace, throughout the dark 2 
In all our temptations, He keeps us to | | 
His utmoſt. ſalvation, His fulneſs of love. 


Pronounce the glad- word, And bid-us be free F. 
Ah, haſt thou not, Lord, A bleſſing for me? 
The peace. thou halt given, This moment impart, 
And open thy heaven, Q Love," in my heart! 

L "PO 


A ſecond edition of theſe kymns was publiſhed 
in the year 1752: and that without any other alter- 
ation, than that of a few literal miſtakes. - 

I have been the more large in theſe extracts, be- 
© cauſe hence it appears beyond all poſſibility of ex- 
ception, that to this day, both my Brother and 1 
maintained, 1. That Chriſtian Perfection is that love 
of God and our neighbour, which implies detiver- 
ance from all in ; 2. That this is received _—_ 
by faith ; 3. That it is given inflantaneouſly, in 

ment: 4. That we are to expect it, not at de — 
every moment; that not i the accepted time, now 
the day of this'falvation. 
19. At the Conference in the year 1759; perceiv- 
ing ſome danger, that a diverſity of ſentiments 
ſhould infenfibly teal in among us, we again large- 
ly eonfidered this doctrine. And ſoon after, I pub- 
lifked ! Thoughts on Chriſtian Perfection,“ Pie: 
ed with the following advertiſement: = 

The following Tract is by no means deſigned, 
to gratify the curiofity of any man. It is not intend- 
2 — the doctrine at large, in oppoſition to 
thoſe, who explode and ridicule it: no, nor to au- 
ſwer the numerous objections againſt it, which may 
be raifed even by ſerious men. All I intend here 
is, ſimply to declare, what are my ſentiments o 
this head; what Chriſtian Perfection does, according 
to my. apprehenſion, include, and what it does not; 
and to add a few practical obſervations r directi- 


=_y at to the ſubject. 
oy As | 


— — — 
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As theſe thoughts were at firſt thrown together 
by way of queſtiou and anſwer, I let them continue 
in the ſame form. They are juſt the ſame that I 
have entertained for above twenty years.” 
2. What is Chriſtian Perfection??? 


A. The loving God. with all our heart, mind, wol 


and ſtrength. This implies, that no wrong temper, 


none contrary to love, remains in the ſoul : and that 


all the thoughts, words, and actions, are governed 
by pure love. 5 "FTE 

Q. Do you affirm, that this perfection excludes all 
infirmities, ignorance, and miſtake»? E 


A. I continually affirm quite the contrary, and 


always have done ſo. 


9. But how can every. chou ht, word, and wok, 
be governed by pure love, and the man be ſubject 
at 28 


ſame time to ignorance and miſtake ? 
A. 1 ſee no , contradiction here. A man may 


be filled with pure love, and ſtill be liable to mif- | 
take.” Indeed I do not expect to be freed from ac- 


tual miſtakes, till this mortal puts. on immortality. 


l believe this to be a natural conſequence of the ſouPs 
dwelling in fleſh and blood. For we cannot now 


think at all, but by the mediation af thoſe bodily or- 
gans, which have ſuffered equally with the reſt of 


dur frame. And hence we cannot avoid ſometimes 


| thinking wrong, till this corruptible ſhall have put 

on incorruption. Wd Fa 
But we may carry this ST farther yet. A 
miſtake in judgment may poſſibly occaſion a miſtake 


ip practice. For inſtance : Mr. De Renty's miſtake, 
touching the nature of mortification, ariſing from 
prejudice of education, occaſioned that 3 miſ- 
take, his wearing an iron girdle: And a thouſand 


ſuch inſtances there may be, even in thoſe who are 
in the higheſt ſtate of grace. Yet, where every word 
and action ſprings from love, ſuch a miſtake is not 
properly a fn. owever it cannot bear the rigour 
of God's juſtice, but needs the atoning blood. 
2. What was the judgment of all our brethren, 
ho met at Briſtol in Auguſt 1758, on this head? 


reger. 
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. Mee eee 1. Every one 173 
| 


3 may miſtake as long as he lives. 2. A miſtake in 
1 _ nien may occafion a miſtake in pructicr. 3. Every” | | 
| ch miſtake is à tranſgreſſion of the perfect law.” 
Therefore, 4. Every ſuch miſtake, were it not for 1 
1 the blood of atonement, would expoſe tb eternal 1 
F damnation. 5. It follows, that the moſt perfect 

1 have continual need of the merits of Chriſt, even 
4 for their actual tranſgreſſions, and may ſay for them | 
+ | ſelves, as. well as for their brethren, Wine (ny: | 
treſpaſſes. | 

1 n nocounts for bag might otberviſeſonm” 

4 to be utterly unaccountable-: namely, that thoſe; 


who are not dffended,” when we ſpeak of the higheſt 
« > degree of love, yet will not hear of living without fin. 
f The reaſon is, they know all men are liable to miſ- 


abide in me: without (or Ne from ) me, ons | . 
do nothing.“ Bo: 

In every late we need Chriſt in the following „ 
ſpects: 1. Whatever eee is a free 
gift from him. 2. We receive it as his purchaſe, 
merely in conſideration of the price he paid. 3. We 4 
have this grace not only from Chriſt, but in him. A 
For our perfection is not like that of a tree, which _ | 
flouriſhes by the ſap, derived from its own root; but, | 
as we faid before, like, that of a branch, which, 3 
* united to the vine, bears fruit, but ſevered from 42 

| gg is n 10 and vithenad, 4. All our bleſſings, | 
is temporal, | 


5 | take; and that in practice, as well as in judgment. 
But they do not know, or do not obſerve, that this 
74 . is not fin, if love is (the ſole principle of action | 
F 2, But ſtill, if they live without ſin, does not this 
oy exchutde the neceſſity of a mediator? At leaſt; is it - 
bo | not plain, that they en RO es of Clirile | 
5 in his ꝓrieſily office. '' 4 
ö A. Far Fom it. None feet their need of Chriſt | 
7 like theſe; none ſo entirely depend upon him. For- | 
g | Chriſt does not give life: to the ſoul ſeparate from, | 
* but in and with himſelf; Hence his words are equal - | 
* p true of all men, in whatſoever ſtate · of grace they | 
are, „As the branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf, ex- | 
8 cept. it abide in the vine, no more can ye, except e | 


FKK DBA 


. office, whereof therefore we have always equal 
5. The beſt of men ſtill need Chriſt in his prieſtly 


"<4 38 9 
temporal, ritual, and eternal, depend on his in- 
terceſſion for us, which is one branch of his A 


office, to atone for their omiſſions, their. ſhort- com- 
ings, (as ſome not improperly-ſpeak) their miſtakes 
in judgment and practice, and their defects of vari- 
ons kinds. For theſe are all deviations from the per- 
fe& law, and conſequently nerd an atonement. Vet 
that they are not proper ly. ſins, we apprehend may 
appear from the words of St. Paul, © He that loveth, 
hath fulfilled the law; for love is the fulfilling of the 
law.“ No- miſtakes, and / whatever, inf ies 
| neceſſarily flaw from the corruptible ſtate: of the bo- 
dy, are no Way contrary to love, N therefore in 
the ſeriptute · ſenſe, fin; 

To explain myfelf a; little farther ou this head. 
1. Not only. In, properly. ſo called, that is, a valuntary 
tranſgreſſion of a known law, but ſin, improperly ſo 
called, that is, an involuntai ry tranſgreſſion af 2 di- 
vine law, known or unknown, . the atoni 
2. I believe there is no ſuch perfection in a ie life, 
as excludes thefe in voluntary tranſgreſſions, which 
I apprehend to be naturally conſequent on the igno- 
rance and miltakes inſeparable from mortality. 3. 
Therefore /finle/s perfection is a phraſe I never uſe, leſt 
1 ſhould ſeem to contradict myſelf. 4. 1 believe a 
perſon filled with the love: of God, is ſtill liable to 
theſe involuntary. tranſgreſſions. 5. Such trangreſ- 
ſions you may call fins, if you pleaſe : I do not, for 
the reaſons above-mentioned. | 

Sx What advice wopld yon give to thoſe that do, 
and thoſe that do not call them 10 

A. Let thoſe, that do not call * fas, never 
think that themſelves, or any other perſons, are in 
ſuch a ſtate, as that they can ſtand before infinite 
juſtice without a Mediator. This muſt argue either 
the deepeſt ignorance, or the higheſt eee and 
preſumption. 


Let thoſe, who do call them lo, beware how they Y 


D theſe defetts with ſint, properly ſo Gs") 
9 n | | 
But 


ö 


S rege & = mite 


Mo ” RY LES” A 9. 


hi 
At 


8 4 
S + 3D; 


* 
8 + 


But how: will they avoid it? How will thefe by 


ouſly called- u 1 am. much afraid, if we ſhould 
allow any /in: to be conſiſtent with perfection, few 
would confitic the idea to _thofe det, conterning 
which only the affertion could be true. 


& love? Is not à perſon, who is perfected in 
ve, every moment under its influenc 
any miſtake flow from pure love? A 

A. 1 anſwer; 1. Many miltakes may conſt with 
pure love: 2. Some may accidentally h. from it. 
Emean, love itfelf may incline” us to miſtake. The 
pure love of our neighbour, ſpringing from the love 
of God; chinketh no evil, believeth , and hopeth all 
things. Now this very temper, unſuſpicious, ready 
to believe and hope the beſt of all men, may occaſion 


Here then is # manifeſt miſtake;.accidentally flowing 
from pure. love. . | 


5 2 atk 1 K 
A. By keeping to the „and ſetting it juſt as 
high as-the Berens does. It © ee Net 
and nothing lower than this: the pure love of God 
and man; the loving God With all our heart and 
Wwul, and our neiglibour as ourſelves. It is love 
governing the heart and life, running through all 
our tempers, words and actiongng . 
2 Suppoſe one had attained to this, would you 
adviſe him to ſpeak of it? Woe „ 
A. At firſt perhaps he would. ſcurce be able to re- 
frain, the fire would be fo hot within him; his defire 
to declare the loving kindneſs of the Lord, carry- 
ing him away like à torrent. But afterwards he 
might; and then it would be adviſeable, not to 
ſpeak of it to them that know not God. *Tis moſt 
likely, it would only provoke them to contradict and 
blaſpheme: nor to others without ſbme particular 
reaſon, without ſome govd in view. And then he 
ſhould have eſpecial rs to avoſd all appearance 


* 


diſtinguiſhed from thoſe, if they are all promiſcu- 


e? And can 


our thinking ſome men better than they really are. 


Ho ſhall we avoid ſetting perfection too high ; 


2. But how can a liableneſs to miſtake conſiſt wh 


perſon, but the apimating and eee others, 


| * 40 1 
of boaſting, to ſpeak with, the deepeſt. SET" and 
rexverence, givin all the glory to God. 


81. . But would it not be better, to be enufely f. 


lent ; not to. ſpeak of it at all? TWP 7 
A. By ſilence he might avoid many 8 which 
will naturally and neceſſarily enſue, if he ſimply de- 
clare, even among believers, what God has wrought 
in his ſoul. - If therefore.ſuch a one wene to confer 


with, fleſh and blood, he would. be. entirely ſilent, 


But this could not be done with. A clear conſcience ; 
for undoubtedly he ought, to ſpeak. Mes do not 
light a candle to put it under a buſhel : much. leſs 
does the all-wiſe God. He. does not xaiſe ſuch a 
monument. of his power and love, to hide-it from 
all mankind. er be intends; it as a general — 
ſing, to thoſe who, are ſimple of heart. 
thereby not barely the hap pineſs of that, individual 


to fol w after the. ſame bleſling is, that 
many bf fee iu and 3 —7 put their tri in ile 
Lord. Nor does an hing under heaven more 
quicken the deſires ele thoſe who. are juſtified, than 
to converſe. with thoſe N they believe to ha ve ex- 
perienced à ſtill higher ſalvation... This places chat 


falvation full in their view, - and increaſes their hun · 


ger and tlürſt after it; an advantage which- muſt 
7505 been entirely loſt, 15 the: agen ſo ſaved. bu- 
ried himſelf in ſilenſſe. 2 

2. But is there no way to prevent pole e 
which uſually fall on thoſe who peak: of BEES, thus 
ſaved? 

A. It ſeems they. cannot, be prevented alto alto * 
while ſo, much of nature remains even in ie vers. 
But bender might be done, if the Preacher in 
every. place would, I. Talk, freely with all who ſpeak 
thus: and 1. Labour to prevent the unjuſt or unkind 
treatment of thoſe, in in favour of whom chere is rea 
ſonable proof. 

9. What is realonable proof ? How may. we cer- 
rainly know one that is ſaved, from all fin?.. 

A. We cannot infalliblyknow. one that is thus fayed, 


(50, nor even one that is juſtified) unleſs it ſhould 
8 Oy 
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E to make them happy :. for they have a ſpring 


; 2 


| . 42 "4 

erfe& peace. Nay, the mind itſelf may be deept 
meſs may be exceeding ſorrowful, may be — 3 
plext and preſſed down. by 'heavineſs an an Pb 
even to agony, while the heart cleaves 

erſect love, and the will is wholly. religned to him. 
nas it not ſo. with the Son of G5 Th himſelf? D | 
any child of man endure the diſtreſs, the anguiſh, 
the agony, NO * fuſtained? 2 And. Yet he W 


©. But can any one mho has: a. pure beat, prefer 
1 ing to unpleaſi ling food ?. Or uſe any pleaſure 
ſenſe which is not i ar If ſo, how 99 
95 differ from other 285 
A. The difference between " thels and others. in 
taking Pleaſant, food i is, 1, They need none of theſe 


of happineſs, within. They ſee and love God, ence 
they , Fejoice. eermere, and in every thing give 


thi 8. The er uſe erp 1 8 IE do not 


43 em: 2 not ſor 
fake of 150 Ny Ih wg Sremiled. 
e anſwer. dregty oh 1. A. NN uſe pleaſing 
food, -withou the danger Which 7 7 thoſe. who 
are not Fare n He may: prefer 1s to. unple 
ing, though equall boleſom e food, as a. RP. 


creaſing SR NES W 1 A bogle. eye to 
. us all thi 80 richly to enjoy: on Ae 
ple, be War 12 a 8 e unch 
grapes, or take 3:6 othe T-P N We 5 
abe but ' ancreaſe. his de delight in dd. 
neither can we Jay, that one ED ected in 101 SIT 
be incapable of marriage, and of worldly, bulineſs.: 


if he were called colin ghun would. be. EET 


than ever 3 as being able to do all things without. 
rat or eee, den any, diſtraction of 


10d Pere Chritlians Bad children; how: 
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payer, ther in his words or prayer??? 


e we 
 intmediate generation, but by my firſt parent. un 
Adam all died; by the diſobedience of one, ail men were r 


mac innert all men without exception who were 


in chis loins, when he ate the forbidden fruit. 
We haye à remarkable illuſtration, of this in gar- 
ing · Graſts on a crab-ſtock bear excellent fruit. 
zut law the kernels of this fruit, and what will be 
the event ? They produce as mere crabs as ever were © 
eaten. rale 17 231 rde ic * T TS 

„2. But what does the perfect one do more than 
A. Perhaps nothing : ſo may the providence of 
God haye hedged him in, by out ward circumſtances. 
Perhaps not ſo much; though he deſires and longs: | 
to ſpend and be ſpent for God; atleaſt not extex- - 
nally: he neither ſpeaks ſo many words, nor does ſo. 
many works. As neither did our Lord himſelf 
ſpeak ſo many words, or do ſo many, no nor fo: 
great works, as ſome of his Apoſtles, (John xiy. 12.) 
| Put has nen“ 8 22 that es not 
more grace: and by this God meaſures the vutward 
work. Hear ye him. Verih I ſay unto.you, Ilir poor. 
widegwbas. caſt in more than them all. Verily chis poor 
man, with his few broken words, hath ipoke more 


ethers? More than the common belie ver? 


- *abawthem all. Verily this poor woman, that hath: © 


giren à cup of cold water, hath done more than 
hem all! O ceaſg to jedge according to appearance, :atd) | 
leazp,t0 gugpe righteous judgment. 7 


ff £0210! ooo mints 
2. But is not this a proof againſt bim? I feel pd; 


A. It is not: for perhaps that is your own fault;24 

| Yowjarg-not likely to feel any power therein, if any 
of theſe. hinderances lie in the way; 1, Your own 

deadneſs; of foul. The dead phariſees felt no power even 

in, his Words, uba ſpake as ever man ſpafe 8. The 

gwl of {ome unrepented fin, lying upon; the; confei-; 


nes; 32jProjudice toward him, of any; kind: 4, Your;; | 


ng! belicyag., that Rate to be. attainable, wherein, her 

proteiſesto be: 5, Ungodlings to think or on he bas: 

attained, it = 6. Oveftmluing or idoliging. hima . 
er valuing yourſelf, and your own judgment if 


2 of 
ay of iheſe is the caſe; what; wonder bsi, that you 


I a. „ L „A. 8 a . 8 - q A P * 
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5 15 4 ) 
feel ao power in any thing he ſays? But e net 
other feel it? Tf they do, your argument falls to the. 
nd. And if they do not, do nome of theſe hin- 
| aan lie in their way: too? Vou muſt be certain 
ef this before yen can build any argument thereon. 
And even then your argument will prove no more, 
than * en 2. * * not always 8⁰ tage. 
ther. 
„ But be does: not come up to my idea of . 
fett chriſtian.” - And perhaps no one ever did, 
ever will. For your idea may go beyond, or at leaſt, 
beſide the ſcriptural account. It may include more 
than the Bible includes therein, or however ſome - 
ching! which that does not include. Seripture per- 
foction is, pure love filling the heart and gbverning 
all the words and actions. If your" idea includes: 
any thing more or any thing elſe; it is not ſcriptu- 
ral; and Aber no wonder, that a feripctruli perfect. 
chriſtian does not come up to it. 
I fear many ſtumble on this bedingen. 
| They 'inelude as many hi ap ients as they pleaſe, not 
according to ſcripture, but their own imagination, + 
in their dea of one that is perfect; and then readily. 
deny any one to be ſuch, Who deed det atifwer that 
| _ nary idea. 
more eure ſhould uus babe, ts deeg che ſimple, 
bern account continually in our eye. Pure love. 
| ung alone in the heart and Uſe, this is the whole | 
— riptiral- ent Malt ba 
When a * to ve ate. 
. 
When after having dete fully: convinte#6f W. 
bred fin, by a far derper andclearer conviction, than 
he experienced before juſtification, ànd after having 
experienced a gradual mortificatien of it; he expe-- 
riences'# total death to fin; and an entire rene wah. 
in the ldve and image of God; f as to rejdice _ 
more, to 1 without cesſing, er every th 
Sive thanks. Not that “ to feel all love and no an 
is a ſulhieietit proof. Several 1 Abi 
fo a cine, before their fois were fully fene wed! 
None therefore ought” to. to: believe; that the Work is 
din, till there is added the teſtimony of the ſpirit, 
= | - _ witneſling 


| | ( 4 ) 8 
witneſſing his. entire tenen, as clearly as bus 
jaſtification. 

2. But whence is ity that ſome i imagine they are 
thus ſanctiſied, when in reality they are not? 
A. It is hence: they do not judge by all the pre- F 
ceding marks, but either by part of them, or by _ 

_ . others, that are ambiguous. But I know no inſtance ; 
of a perſon attending to them all, and yet deeeived 
in ; matter. I believe, there can be none in the 

world. If a man be deeply and fully convinced, 
after juſtification, of inbred ſin; if he then experi- 
_ ence _a.gradual mortification of ſin, and afterwards 
an entire renewal in the image of God if to this 
change immenſely greater than that wrought when 
he was juſtified, be added a clear direct witneſs: of 
the renewal: I judge it as impoſſible this man ſhould 
be deceived herein, as that God Id ilie. And if 
one whom I know to be à man of veracity, teſtify 
theſs things to me, I onght not, without ſome ſut- | 
W reaſon, to reje& his teſtimony : 8 

, Is this death to fin, and renewal in love, g- 

Tot inſtantaneous? , | 11 — 
th A. ame dying 1 yet he 

ſpeaking; ti inſtant 
foul ay 20 m the body: and in that inſtaut 
he lives the life of eternity. In like manner, he 
may be dying to fan. ſor ſome dime; yet he is not 
dead to fin, till ſin is ſeparated from his foul. And 
in that inſtant he lives the full life of love. And as 

the clapge undergone when the body dies, is of a 
different kind, and infinitely greater than any we had 
known before, yea, ſuch as till then it is impaſſible 
to conceive : ſo the change wrought when the ſoul 
dies. to L is of - à different kind, and infinite! 
2 an any before, and than any condeive till 

experiences. it. Vet he _ os in grace, in the 
knowledge of Chriſt, in ove, and image | 
God: and will da 0. not only till death, but to al” 
eternity. . 
How are we to wait for this thange 3: 
Not in careleſs indifference, or indolent i 00 
ane, but in vigorous, 1 obedięneę. i 1 
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15 Prayer 


_ To-day! While it is called to-day ! 
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our N e the more n. to preſs for. 
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| (7) 
zealous keeping of all the commandments, in watch- 
fulneſs and painfulneſs, in denyin ourſelves and 


E raking up our croſs. daily ; as well as in earneſt 


prayer and faſting, and a cloſe attendance on all 
the ordinances © God. And if any man dream of 


attaining it any other way, (yea or of keeping it, 


when it is attained; when he has received it even in 


the largeſt meaſure) he deceiveth his own ſoul. Tis 
true we receive it by fi ple faith. But God does 
„ unleſs we ſeek it with. 


not, will not give that 
all diligence in the way which he hath ordained: 


This confideration may fatisfy thoſe who enquire, 


Why ſo few have received the bleſſing ? ?- Enquire, 


hom many are ſeeking i it in this way ? And you . 


a ſufficient anſwer. 

| eſpecially is wanting. Wuo continues in- 
Kant therein ? Who wreſtles with God for this very 
th . 80 ye have not becauſe ye aſk not: or be- 

eauſe ye all amiſs, namelx, That you may be re-- 
newed before you die Before you die! Will that 

content you ?: Nay, but aſk that it may b done now! 


« ſorting God a time. Certaidily to-day is his time 


| I tomorrow. Make 2 1 Gt 15 


fig. 5/77 


© Thy nt rea ou 0 de denre | 
The pate pron 


© Thy to heart be all en fire ' 
"Tv be oly'd in love „ 5 7 2 


4 But may we continue in peace and Joy, an 
we are perfected in love. 


A. Certainly we may; Panel kingdom of God 


is nor. divided 
lie vers be. di 


itfelf. Therefore let not be. 
from rejoicing in the Lord al. 


ways... Nd yet we may be ſenſibly pained at the 
ſinful nature dat. Nil remains in us. It is good fot 


us to have a piereing ſenſe of this, and a vehement 
defire ta he delivered from it, But this ſhould only 
incite us, the more zealoufly to fly every moment to 


war 


/ 


o not call this 


7 
4) 
zee . e of. e dhl calling. i Chriſt: 
And when the ſenſe of our fin moſt abounds, 

© fone of his love ſhould much more abound< - © 
D: How ſhould we treat thoſe who think they 
have attained ? 
A. Examine them 8 ad .exhatt them to 
pray fervently; that God would ſhew them all that 
is in their hearts. The moſt: earneſt exhortations 
to, abound in every grace, and the ſtrongelt cautions _ 
to avoid all evil, are given throughout the New 
Teſtament, to thoſe who are in the higheſt Rate of 
grace. But this ſhould be done with the utmoſt ten- 
derneſs, and without any harſhneſs, ſternneſs, or 
ſourneſs. We ſhould carefully avoid the very ap- 
pearance of anger, unkindneſs or contempt. Leave 
it to Satan thus to tempt, and to his children to 
cry out, Let ws examine. him with deſpiteſulneſs and tor- 
ture, that ve may know his meekueſs and prove bis pati- 
ence, If E are faithful to the grace given, they: 
are in no danger of periſhing thereby: no not if 
they remain in that miſtake, til their ſpirit i 18 * 
ing to God. 
2. But what hurt can it do to deal barkhly wi , 


ma 

A. Either they are n or ths are not. 11 
they are, it may deſtroy their ſouls. This is nothing 
impoſſible, no, nor improbable. It may fo enrage 
or ſo diſcourage them, that they will ſink, and riſe. 
no more. If they are not miſtaken, it may grieve 
thoſe whom God has not grieved, and do. much 
hurt unto our own ſouls. For undoubtedly he that 
toucheth them, toucheth as it were the apple of 
God's eye. I they are indeed full of his ſpirit, to 
behave unkindly or contemptuouſly to them, is doi 

no little deſpite to the ſpirit of grace. Herebyi, 
likewiſe we feed and increaſe in ourſelves evil ſurmiſ- 
ing and many wrong tempers. To. inſtance only 


up for inquiſitors-general, for peremptory judges in 
theſe deep things of God? Are we qualified for the 
office ? Can we pronounce in all caſes, How far in« 
wy reaches! What may, and what may not be 
| reſolved 


one. What ſelf-ſufficiency is this, to ſet onrſelves | 


1 
N T1 


1 but the height of 


* % I» 


G ). 


reſolved into it? What may in all circuniiances, and 
©. what” may not, conſiſt With 
preciſely determine, How it will influence the look, 

the geſture, the tone of voice? Tf we can, doubtleſs, 

we are the men, and wiſdom ſhall die with ut. 


love? Can we 


A But if they are diſpleaſed at our not belleving 


theme is not this. a full proof Aga ainſt them? 


A. According as that diſpleaſure is: if they are 


angry, it is a proof againſt them: if they are + — 


ed, it is not. They ought to be cried; if 
believe a real work of God, 81 thereby 2 
ourſelves of the advantage we might have received 


from it. And we may eaſily miſtake this grief for 


. the d wrd „an of both are much 


. But is i 1 not III to find out thoſe, who fancy | 


they have attained, when they have not? 
A. It is well to do it by mild, loving examina - 

tion. But it is not well to triumph even over theſe. 

It is extremely wrong, if we find ſuch an inſtance, 


to rejoice, as if we had found great ſpoils. _Ought 
we not rather'to grieve, to be dee e concerned to 


let our eyes run down with tears? Here is one who 


ſeemed to be a living proof of God's power to ſave 


to the uttermoſt, but alas ! It is not as We hoped ! 


He is weighed in the balance and found wanting! 
And is ckis matter of joy? Ought we not to rejoĩce 
. thouſand times more, if we _ bed 3 way 


lor? 


But be. i deceived: What OM 5 It is a Bü 


Teſs. miſtake, while he feels nothing but love in his 


"heart. It is a miſtake which generally argues: great 


2 8 h degtee both of holineſs and happi- 
| 1 be a matter of real joy tb . 


| ow 42 * of heart: not the miſtake itſelf, 
e which for à time oceaſions 


I rejoice that the foul is always happy in Chriſt, 


2 . full of prayer and thankſgiving.” I rejoice 


that he feels no unholy temper put the pure love of 


God continually. And I will rejoice, if In is ſot⸗ 


pended, till it is totally deſtroyed. it 
2 Is there no We then in à man's being thies 


— 


deceived? | | A. Not 


reer re 


— 
1 


— | 1 


(749); 3 
A Not at the time that he feels no ſin. There 
was danger before, and there will be again, when he 
comes into freſh trials. But ſo long. as he feels no- 
thing but love animating all his thoughts, and words 
and actions, he is in no danger: he is not only hap- 
py, but ſafe, under the ſhadow of the Almighty. And, 
for God's fake, let him continue in that love as long 
as he can: mean time, you may do well, to warn 
him of the danger that will be, if his love grow cold 
and fin revive, even the danger of caſting away hope, 
and ſuppoſing, that, becauſe he hath not attained ' 
yet, therefore he never ſnall. 

9. But what if none have attained it yet? What 
if all, who thinks ſo are deceived. ' | 

A. Convince me of this, and I will preach it no 
more. But underſtand me right: I do not build 
any doctrine on this or that perſon. This or any 
other man may be deceived, and l am not moved. 
But if there are none made perfect yet, God has not © * 
ſent me to. preach perfection. | 

Put a parallel caſe. For many years I have 
preached, ©* There is a peace of God, which paſſeth 
all underſtanding.” Convince me, that this word 
has fallen to the ground, that in all theſe years none 
have attained this peace, that there is no living wit- ' 
neſs of-it at this day, and I will preach it no more. 

* O, but ſeveral perſons have died in that peace.“ 
Perhaps ſo: but I want living witneſſes. I cannot 
indeed be infallibly certain, that this or that perſon 
is a witneſs. . But if I were certain there are nont 
ſuch, I mult have done with this doctrine. 

Lou miſunderſtand me. I believe ſome, who 
died in his love, enjoyed it long before their death 
But I was not certain, that their former teſtimony 
was true, till ſome hours before they died.“ 

You had not an tafallible certainty then. And a 
reaſonable "certainty you might have had before; 
ſuch a certainty, as might have quickened and com- 
forted your own ſoul, and anſwered all other Chriſ- 
tian purpoſes. Such a certainty as this any candid 
perſon may have, ſuppoſe _ be any living witneſs, ' 


4 30% 5 
by talking one hour with that perſon in the love and 

fear of God. > 4 . 
2. But what does it ſignify, whether any have 
2 it or no, ſeeing ſo many æriptures witneſs 

for it: 15 5 | 
A. If I were convinced, that none in England had 


_ - "attained what has been ſo clearly and ſtrongly preach- 


ed by ſuch a number of Preachers, in ſo many places, 
and for fo long a time; I ſhould be clearly con- 
vinced, that we had all miſtaken the meaning of 
thoſe ſcriptures. And therefore for. the time to 
come, I too muſt teach, that © ſin. will, remain 
„ | 8 5 
20. In the year 1762, there was a great increaſe 
of the word of God in London. Many, who had 
hitherto cared for none of theſe things, were deeply 
-convinced of their loſt eſtate. Many found redemp- 
tion in the blood of Chriſt.: not a_ few backſliders 
were healed- And a conſiderable number of perſons 
believed, that God had ſaved them from all fin. 
Eaſily foreſeeing, that Satan would be endeavour- 
ing to ſow targs among the wheat, I took much 
pains to apprize them of the danger, particularly 
with regard to pride and enthrſiaſm. And while J 
ſtayed in town, 1 had reaſon to hope they continu- 
ed both humble and ſober- minded. But almoſt as 
ſoon as:I:;was gone enthuſiaſm broke in. Two or 
three began to _ their own imagination for im- 
Preſſion from God, and thence to ſuppoſe, that they 
ſhould never die. And theſe labouring to bring others 
into the ſame opinion, occaſioned much noiſe and 
.-- confuſion, Soon after, the ſame perſons, with a 
Few more, ran into other extravaganeies, wry ve 
they could not be tempted, that they ſhould. fe 
no more pain, and that they had the gift of prophe- 
1y, and of diſcerning of ſpirits. At my return to 
London in Autumn, ſome of them ſtood reproved ; 
but others were got above inſtruction. Mean time, a 
flood of reproach came upon me almoſt ſrom every 
quarter; from themſelves, becauſe I was checking 
them on all occaſions; and from others, © becauſe, 
they ſaid, I did not check them.” However the 


ho ESRI Ta Dy 


1 | 
hand of the Lord was not ſtayed, but more and 
more ſinners were convinced :- while others were al- 
moſt daily converted to God, and others enabled to 
love him with all their heart. | 


21. About this time, a-friend at ſome diſtance” 


from London wrote to me as follows: 

« Be not over alarmed, that Satan ſows tares' 
among the wheat of Chriſt ! It ever has been, ſo eſ- 
pecially on any remarkable out- pouring of his Spi- 
rit; and ever will be ſo, till he is chained up for a 
thouſand years. Till then he will always ape, and 
endeavour to countera? the work of the ſpirit- of 


Chriſt. 


« One melancholy effect of this has been, that a 


world, who is always aſleep in the arms of the evil 
one, has ridiculed every work of the Holy Spirit. 


But what can real Chriſtians do? Why, if they 
would act worthy. of themſelves, they ſhould, 1. 

ay that every deluded ſoul be delivered. 2. En- 
deavour to rechim them in the ſpirit of meekneſs; 
and laſtly, Take the utmoſt care, both by prayer, 


and watchfulneſs, that the deluſion of others may 
not leſſen their zeal in ſeeking after that univerſal Ba- 


lneſs of ſoul, body, and ſpirit, without which nv man 


Hall ſee the Lords | R 
Indeed this complete net creature is mere madneſs 


to a mad world; - Butit is notwithſtanding the will 


and wiſdom of God. May we all feek after it! 
gut ſome who maintain this doctrine in its full 


extent, are toe often 'guilty of limiting the Al- 


mighty. He diſpenſes. his gifts juſt as he pleaſes; 


therefore it is neither wvi/e nor modeſt to affirm, That 
a perſon muſt be a believer for any length of time, 
before he'is capable of receiving a high degree of the 


{ſpirit Aron 7. | - 12 
| 10 's uſual method is one thing, but his ſovereign 


22 is another. He has wiſe reaſons both for 
haſtening and retarding his work; ſometimes he 
comes ſuddenly and une ꝝpected; ſometimes-not till 
we have long looked for him. | 1 
Indeed it has been my opinien for many years, 
that one great cauſe why men make ſo little improve- 
E2 | ment 


— 


V 
ment in the divine life, is their own coldneſs, negligence, 
_and-unbelief. And yet I here ſpeak of believerr. 
May the ſpirit of Chriſt give us a right judg- 
ment in all things, and fill us with all the 2 of 
Cod, that fo we may be perfe? and entire, wanting 
nothing.” 
About the fame time, five or ſix honeſt enthy- 
ſiaſts ſoretold the world was to end on the 2Sth- of 
February. I immediately withſtood them, by every 
poſſible means, both in public and private. I preach- 
ed expreſsly upon the ſubject. both at /H ret, and 
Sputtlefrelds. I warned the Society, again and again, 
and ſpoke ſeverally to as many as I could: and I 
ſaw the fruit of my labour. They made exceeding 
few converts: I believe ſcarce thirty in our whole 
Society. Nevertheleſs they made abundance. of 
- noiſe, gave huge occaſion of offence to thoſe, who 
take care to improve to the uttermoſt every occaſion 
againſt me, and greatly increaſed both the nutaber 
« and courage of thoſe who oppoted Chriſtian Per- 
WY  fettion. 
> a - 22. Some queſtions, now publiſhed dy one of theſe, 
1 induced a plain man to write the following 
r- Queries, humbly propoſed to thoſe who deny 
perfection to be attainable in this life. 
. Has there not been a larger meaſure of the 
Holy Spirit given under the Goſpel, than under the 
Jewiſh diſpenſation ? ? If not, in what ſenſe was the 
Hirit not given before Chriſt was glorified ? John vii. 39. 
2. Was that glory which followed the ſufferings of 
Chrift, 1 Pet. i. 11, an external glory, or an inter- 
nal, viz. the glory of holineſs? _ 
3. Has God any where in Scripture commanded 
us more than he has promiſed to us? 
4. Are the promiſes of God reſpecting holineſs, 
to be fulfilled in this life, or only in the next? 
Is a chriſtian under any 2 laws than thoſe, 
which God promiles to write in our hearts ?- Jer. xxxi. 
31, &c. Heb. viii. 10. | 
6. In what ſenſe is © the righteouſneſs of the 3 
ſulfilled in thoſe, who walk.not after the fleſh, but 
after the ſpirit 2 * Rom. vill, 4: no boy Hb 
| I 


— 


a 1398 
7, Is it impoſſible for any one in this life, to h 
Sad with all his heart, and mind, and ſoul, and flrength ? 
And is the Chriſtian under any law hich is not ful- 
filled in this love? „ 
8. Does the ſoul's geing out of the body effect its 
purificatiom from indwelling fin?  - - 
9. If ſo, is it not ſomething elſe, not the Blood of 
Chrift, which cleanſeth it from all fin? 
10. If his blood cleanſeth us from all fin, while 
the ſoul and body are united, is it not in this life ?. * 
11. If when that union ceaſes; is it not in the 
next * And is not this too late? . 
12. If in the article of death; what ſituation is 
the ſoul in, when it is neither in the body, nor out of it? 
13 Has Chriſt any where taught us to pray for 
what he never deſigns to give? = 
14. Has he not taught us to pray, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is done in heaven? And is it not done 
perfectly in heaven? 1 
15. If ſo, has he not taught us to pray for Per- 
fection on earth ? Does he not then deſign to give it? 
16. Did not St. Paul pray according to the will of 
God, when he prayed that the Theſalonians might be 
fan#ified wholly, and preſerved (in this world, not the 
next, unleſs he was praying for the dead) blameleſs in 
body, ſoul, and ſpirit, unto the coming of Jeſus Chriſt ? 
17. Do you ſincerely deſire to be freed from in- 
dwelling ſin in this life?? . 3 
18. it you. do, did not God give you that deſire? —v 
19. If fo, did he not give it you to mock you, WE. 
fince it is impoſſible it ſhould ever be fulfilled ? 
20. If you have not ſincerity enough even to de- 
fire it, are ꝓou not diſputing about matters too high 
for you ? 12 . 1 
21. Do you ever pray God to cleanſe the thoughts of 
your heart, that you may perſecliy love him? 17775 
22. If you neither defire what you aſk, nor be- 
lieve it attainable, pray you not as a fool prayeth? 
| God help thee to eonſider thee queſtions. calmly 
and-impartially “r. "Nona 
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great change in her ſoul. 


/ | ] 


\ 


T6651 
In the latter end of this year, God called to him- 


felf that burning and ſhining light, Fane Cooper. As 
ſhe was boch A living and dying witneſs of Chriſtian 
Perfection, it will not be at all foreign to the ſubject 


to add a ſhort account of her death, with one of her 
own letters, containing a plain and artleſs relation 


. 


of the manner wherein it pleaſed God to work that 


1 3 ©; May 2, 1761. 
I believe while memory remains in me, grati- 


tude will continue. From the time you preached on 


Gal. v. 5. I ſaw clearly the true ſtate of my ſoul. 


That ſer mon deſcribed my heart, and what it wanted 


to be truly happy. You read Mr. M—: letter, 


and it deſeribed the religion which I defired. From 


that time the prize appeared in view, and I was 
enabled to follow hard after it. I was kept watching 


unto prayer, ſometimes in much diſtreſs, at other 


times in patient expectation of the bleſſing. For 


ſome days before yon left London, my ſoul was ſtayed 
on a promiſe I had applied to me in prayer, The 


Lord whom ye feet, ſhall ſuddenly come to bis temple. 1 


believed he would, and that he would fit there as a 


refiner's. fire. The Tueſday after you went, I 
thought I could not ſleep, unleſs be fulfilled his 
word that night. I never knew as I did then the, 
force of theſe words, Be flill and know that I am God. 
I became nothing before him, and enjoyed perfect 


calmneſs in my ſoul. I knew not, whether he had 


deſtroyed my fin ; but 1 deſired to know, that I 
might praiſe him. Yet I ſoon: found the return of 
unbelief, and groaned, being burdened. On Wed- 
neſday I went to London, and fought the Lord with- 


out roving, I promiſed, if he would ſave me from 


fin, I would praiſe him. I could part with all things 


ſo I might win Chriſt. But I found all theſe pleas 


to be nothing worth, and that if he ſaved me, it muſt 


be freely, for his own name's ſake. On Thurſday I 
was ſo much tempted, that 1 thought of ee 
myſelf, or never converſing more with the people o 


God. And yet J had po doubt of his pardoning 


love: 


— 


5 (55 )) 
love: but © 'twas worſe than death my God to love, 


and not my God alone.” On Friday my diſtreſs was 
deepened. 1 endeavoured to pray and could not. 1 


went to Mrs. D. who prayed for me, and told me it 
was the death of nature. I opened the Bible, on 
The fearful and unbelieving ſhall have their part in the 
lake that burneth with fire and brim/tone. I could not 
bear it. I opened again on Mark xvi. 6, 9." Be net 
offrighted ; ye ſeek Jeſus of Nazarath—Go your way ; 
tell his diſciples he gaeth before you into Galilee : there ſhall 

e ſee him. 1 was gncouraged and enabled to pray, 
believing I ſhould ſee Jeſus at home. I returned 
that night and found Mrs. G. She prayed for me; 
and the Predeſtinarian had no plea, but « Lord thou 
art no reſpecter of perſons.” He proved he was not, 
by bleſſing me. 1 was in a moment enabled to lay 
hold on Jeſus, and found ſalvation by ſimple faith. 
He aſſured me, the Lord, the king was in the midſt . 
of me, and that I ſhould fee evil no more. I now 


bleſſed him who had viſited and redeemed me, and 


was become my wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſantification and 
redemption. I ſaw Jeſus altogether lovely, and knew 
he; was mine in all his offices. And, glory be to 
him! he now reigns in my heart without à rival. 
I find no will but bis. I feel no pride; nor any 
affection but what is placed on. him. I know; it is 
by faith I ſtand, and that watching unto prayer muſt 
be the guard of faith. I am happy in God this mo- 
ment, and I believe for the next. I have oſten read 
the chapter you mention, ( 1 Cor, xiii.) and compared 
my heart and life with it. In ſo doing, I feel my ſhort 
comings, and the need I have of the atoning blood. 
Yet J dare not ſay, I do not feel a meaſure ' of the 
love there deſcribed, though I am not all I ſhall be. 


I defire to be loſt in that /ove which paſſeth kncevuledge. 


I ſee the juſt ſhall live by faith and unto me, who.am 
leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, is this grace given. 
If 1 were an archangel, I ſhould veilmy face before 


him, and let filence ſpeak his praiſe!”  - 4 


The following account is given by one who was 


an eye and ear witheſs of what ſhe relates. 
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r. „ In the beginning of November, ſlie ſeemed to 
have a foreſight of what was coming ron een 
uſed n n to ſing theſe words $9.4. 


„ When pain o'er this weak fleſh prevails, 
. With lamb-like PRs arm my breaſt,” 


And when ſhe ſent to me, to let me tow ſhe was 
ill, ſhe-wrote in her note, I ſaffer the will of Jeſus. 
All he ſends is ſweetened: by his love I am as 
bappy as if I heard a voice ſay, | 


« For me my-elder brethren ſtay, 
And angels beckon me away, 
And J bids me come?“ 


2. Upon my telling her, © I cannot chuſe life or: 
death for you,” ſhe J aſked. the Lord, that 
if it was his will, I might die firſt. And he told 
me, you ſhould ſurvive me, and that you ſhould 
cloſe my eyes.” When we perceived it was the 
fmall-pox, I ſaid to her, My dear, you will not be 
frighted, if 1 tell you what is your diſtemper. ” She 
faid, '** I cannot be frighted at bis will.” 

3. The diſtemper was ſoon very heavy upon her. 
But ſo much the more was her faith ſtrengthened... 
Tueſday, Nov. 19, ſhe ſaid to me, I have. been 
worſhipping before the-throne in a- glonous manner, 
my ſoul was fo let into God.” I ſaid, Did the 

Lord plied the « you any particular promiſe * © No” re- 
it was a | 


\ 


That ſacred awe that dares not move | 
And all the filent heaven or %% 8 


4. on Thurſday, upon my aſking, What "OR 
you to ſay to me? She ſaid, © Nay,, nothing but 
what you know already: God is love 2? I aſked, 
% Have ycu any particular promiſe? She replied 
% I do not ſeem to want any, I can live without. 
| 1 . die a lump of deformity, but ſhall meet you 
| lorious. And mean time I ſhall ſtill have fel- 
bo 'P with your _ _ 


. 5e (039 --1 Ws 
g. Mr. M. aſked, & What ſhe thought the moſt ex- 
„ to walk in, and what were its chief hin- 
derances ?”* She anſwered, The greateſt hinderance 
is generally from the natural conſtitution. It was 
mine, to be reſerved, to be very quiet, to ſuffer 
much, and to ſay little. Some may think one Way 
more excellent, and ſome another. But the thing is 
to live in the will of God. For ſome months paſt, 
when I have been particularly devoted to this, I have 
felt ſuch a guidance of his ſpirit, and the unction which 

I have received from the Holy One has fo taught me of all 
things, that I needed not any man ſbeulil teach me, ſave as 
this anointing teacheth. | 6, 

6. On Friday morning ſhe faid, * I believe I ſhalt 
die.“ She then ſat up in her bed and ſaid, © Lord 
I bleſs thee that thou art ever with me, and all thou 
haſt is mine. Thy love is greater than my weakneſs, 
greater than my helpleſſneſs, greater than my un- 
worthineſs. Lord thou ſaye/f' to corruption, 'Tbott att - 
my fifler ! And glory be to thee, O Jeſus, thou art 
my brother. Let me comprehend with all Quinte, the. 
lngth, and breadth, and depth, and height of thy lobe! 
Bleſs theſe : (ſome that were preſent) let them be 
every moment exerciſed in all things, as thou wouldſt 
have them to be. 1 10 
7. Some hours after it ſeemed as if the agonies 
of death were juſt coming upon her. But her face 
were full of ſmiles of triumph, and ſhe clapped her 
hands for joy. Mrs. C. faid, . My dear, you are 
more than conqueror, through the blood of the 
Lamb.” She anſwered, Ves, O yes, ſweet Four! 
O death, where is thy ſting !”*- She then lay as in 
a doze for ſome time. Aſterwards ſhe ſtrove to 
ſpeak, but could not. However ſhe- teſtified her 
love, by ſhaking hands with all in the room. 
8. Mr. W. then came. She ſaid, Sir, I did not 
know that I ſhould live to ſee you. But I am glad 
the Lord has given me this opportunity, and likewiſe 
Power to ſpeak to you. I love you. You have 
always preached the ſtricteſt doctrine; and I love to 
follow it. Do ſo ſtill, whoever is pleaſed or diſ- 
pleaſed. He aſked, Do you now believe * are 
ved 
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ſaved from fin?“ She ſaid, © Ves; I have had no 
doubt of it for many months. That I ever had, 
was becauſe 1 did not abide in the faith. I now 
feel I have kept the faith; and perfect love caſt- 
eth out all fear. ' As to you, the Lord promiſed me, 
your latter works ſhould exceed your former, though 
1 do not live tq ſee it-—TI have been a great x65 
feaſt, as they term it, theſe ſix months; but never 
prod ſo near the heart of Chriſt in my life. Vou, 
Ir, deſire to comfort the hearts of hundreds. by 
following that ſimplicity your ſoul loves.” Y 
9. To ene who hath received the love of God 
under her prayer, ſhe ſaid, © 1 feel I have not fol- 
lowed a cunningly deviſed fable; for I am as happy 
as I can live. you preſs on, and ſtop not ſhort 
of the mark.” To Miſs M—-s. ſhe ſaid, & Love 
Chriſt ; he loves you. I believe 1 ſhall fee you at the 
right hand of God. But ar one flar differs from ano- 
tber far in glory, ſo ſhall it be in the reſurrefion. I 
charge you, in the preſence of God, meet me in 
chat day all glorious within. Avoid all confor- 
mity to the world. You are robbed of many of 
your privileges. I know, | ſhall be found blameleſs. 
jy vou labour to be foùnd of him in peace, without 
10. Saturday morning ſhe prayed nearly as fol- 
lows: I know, my Lord, my life is prolonged, 
only to do thy will. And though I ſhould never eat 
or drink more (ſhe had not ſwallowed any thing for 
near eight and twenty hours) thy will be done. I 
am willing to be kept ſo a twelvemonth: Man 
Iveth not by bread alone. I praiſe thee that there is not 
a ſhadow of complaining in our ſtreets. In that ſenſe 
we know not what ſickneſs means. Indeed, Lord, 
neither life nor death, nor things preſtnt,, nor things to 
come, uo, nor any creature, ſball ſeparate us from thy love 
one moment. Bleſs theſe, that there may be no lack 
by 5 ſouls, I believe there fhall not. I pray in 
11. On Sunday and Monday ſhe was light-headed, 
but ſenſible at times. It then plainly appeared her 
heart was {till in heaven. One faid to her,. © Jeſus 
ws 7; e 
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is our mark.” She replied, I have but one mark, 
1 am all ſpiritual.“ Miſs M. ſaid to her, « You 
dwell in God.“ She anſwered, * Altogether.” A 
perſon aſked her, Do you love me ?” She ſaid, 
7 O, I love Chriſt: 1 love my Chriſt.” To another 
- The ſaid, „I ſhall not long be here, Jeſus is precious: 
very precious indeed.” She ſaid to Miſs M. The 
Lord is very good, He keeps my ſoul above all.“ 
For fGfteen hours before ſhe died the was in ſtrong 
convulſions ; her ſufferings were extreme. One ſaid, 
% You are made perfect through ſufferings.” She 
ſaid, More and more ſo.” After lying quiet ſome - 
time, ſhe ſaid, Lord, thou art ſtrong !” Then 
pauſing a conſiderable ſpace, ſhe uttered her laſt 
words, My Jefus is all in all to me: glory be to 
him through time and eternity,” After this, ſhe 
lay ſtill for about half an hour, and then expired 
without a figh or groan. | 


23. The next year, the number of thoſe who be- 


lieved they were ſaved from fin, ſtill increaſing, I 
Judged it needful to publiſh, chiefly for their uſe, 
« Farther Thoughts on Chriſtian Perfection.“ 

9. 1. How is Chrift the end of the law for righteouſneſs 
to every one that believeth ? Rom. x. 

A. In order to underſtand this, you muſt under- 
tand what law is here ſpoken of. And this I ap- 
-prehend is, 1. 'The Moſaic law, the whole Moſaic © 
diſpenſation : which St. Paul continually. ſpeaks of 
as one, though containing three parts, the political, 
moral, and ceremonial: 2. The Adamic law, that 
. to Adam in innocence, properly called © the 

aw of works.” This is in ſubſtance the ſame with 
the Angelic law, being common to angels and men. 
It required, that man ſhould uſe to the glory of God, 
all the powers with which he was created. Now he 
was created free from any defect, either in his under- 
ſtanding, or his affections. His body was then no 
clog to the mind: it did not hinder his apprehending 
all things clearly, judging truly concerning them, 
and reaſoning juſtly ; if he reaſoned at all. I fay, 
« If he reaſoned :*” for poſſibly he did not. Per- 
haps he had no need of reaſoning, till his corruptible 
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body preſſed down the mind, and impaired its native 


faculties. Perhaps till then, the mind ſaw every 


truth that offered as directly, as the eye now ſees 


the light. 


Conſequently this law, proportioned to his origi- 
nal powers, required that he ſhould always think, 
always ſpeak, and always act preciſely right, in every 
point whatever. He was well able ſo to do. And 
God could not but require the ſervice, he was able 
to pay | , 

But Adam fell : and his incorruptible body, be- 
came corruptible : and ever fince it is a clog to the 
ſoul, and hinders its operations. Hence; at preſent 


no child of man can at all times apprehend clearly, 


or judge truly. And where either the judgment or 
apprehenſion is wrong, it is impoſſible to renin juſtly, 
Therefore it is / as natural for a man to miſtake as to 
breathe-; and he can no more live without the one 
than withcut. the other. Conſequently no man is 
able to perform the ſeryice which the Adamic law 
requires. | 5 | 
And no man is obliged to perform it: God does 
not require it of any man. For Chrift is the end f 


the Adamic, as well as the Moſaic law. By his death 


he hath put an end to both: he hath aboliſhed both 


the one and the other with regard to man; and the 


obligation to obſerve either the one or the other is 


. vaniſhed away. Nor is any man living bound to 


obſerve the Adamic, more than the Moſaic law. | 
In the room of this, Chrif hath eſtabliſhed ano- 

ther, namely, The law of faith. Not every one that 

doeth, but every one that believeth, now receiveth 


_ righteouſneſs, in the full ſenſe of the word, that is, 


he is juſtified, ſanctified, and glorified, 

9. 2. Are we then dead to the law ? 

A. We are dead to the law, by the body of Chrift 
given for us, Rom. vii. 4. to the Adamic, as well as 
Moſaic law, We are wholly freed therefrom by 
his death: that law expiring with, him. | 

9, 3: How then are we nat avithout law to God, but 
unter the law ta Chrift ? 1 Cor. ix. 21. 3 
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A. We are without that law. But it does not 
fallow that we are without any law. For God has 
eſtabliſhed another law in its place, even the law of 
faith. And we are all under this law to God and 
to Chriſt. Both our Creator and our ene re- 
quire us to obſerve it. : 

9, 4. Is love the fulfil ling of this law? e 

A. Unqueſtionably it is. The whole law, under 
which we now are, is fulfilled by love, Rom. xiii. 
9, 10. Faith working or animated by love, is all 
that God now requires of man. He has ſubſtituted 
(not ſincerity, but) love, in the room of angelic | 
perfection. 

2, 5. How is love the cad. of the commandment ? 
1 Tim. 1. 5. | 

A. It is the end of every commandment of God. 
It is the point aimed at by the whole, and every part 
of the Chriſtian Inſtitution. The foundation is faith, 
puriſying the heart, the end love, n e a _— | 
conſcience. | 

9, 6. What love is this? | 

A. The loving the Lord our God with all our heart, + 
mind, ſoul, and ſtrength : and the loving our neighbour, 
every man as ourſelves, as our own ſouls, 

9, 7. What are the fruits or properties of this love? 

A. St. Paul informs us at large, Love is long- 
fuffering. It ſuffers all the wickedneſs of the chil- 
dren of the world. And that not for a little time 
only, but as long as God pleaſes. In all it ſees the 
hand of God, and willingly ſubmits thereto, Mean 
time it is kind. In all, and after all it ſuffers, it is 
ſoft, mild, tender, benign. Love envieth not; it ex- 
cludes every. kind and degree of envy out of the 
heart : Love adteth not raſhly, in a violent headſtrong 
manner, nor paſſes any raſh or ſevere judgment. It 
doth not behave itſelf indecently, is not rude, does not act 
out of character: ſceleubß not her own eaſe, pleaſure, 
honour or profit: ir not proveted : expels all anger” 


from the heart: thinketh no evil; caſteth out all j je- 


louſy, ſuſpiciouſneſs, readineſs to beſieve evil: reuic- 

eth not in iniquity, yea, weeps at the fin or folly of its 

bittereſt enemies; but reoiceth in(the truth, in the ho- 

lineſs and happineſs of every child of man. Love 
3 r 


covercth 


fel law, the Jar of Siberty. 


8 (or love). and the l of works, is neither a 
an unneceſſary diſtinction. It is plain, eaſy and in- 


TIN Ne 6a) 7 . 
3 al things, ſpeaks evib of no man; ballet, 


F things, * tend to the advantage of another's 
character.  /t hopeth all things, whatever may exte- 
| nuate the Shultz which cannot be denied, and it 


endureth all. things, which God can permit, or men 
and devils inflict. This is the law of Chrift, the per- 


faith, 
le, nor 


And this diſtintion between the 4 0 


telligible, to any common underſtanding. And it is 
abſolutely neceſſary, to prevent a thosland doubts 
i war fears, even in thoſe who do wall i in love. | 
8. But do mh ok nog things wine al yea, 
ſt of us, even againſt this law? 
In one fenſe we do not, while all our ternpers 
17 A, thoughts, and words and works, ſpring from 

ph love. But in another we do, and ſhall do, more or 
leis, as long as we remain in the body. For nei- 
- - ther love nor the wun&ion of the Holy One makes us. 
infallible. ' Therefore through 1 defect of 
underſtanding, we cannot but miſtake in many 
things,” And theſe miſtakeswill f 
| ſomething wrong, both in 
and actions. From miſtaking his" er, we may 
love-a perfon leſs than he really deſerves. And by 


"3 the ſame miſtake we are unavoidably led to ſpeak or 


5 act with regard to that perſon, i in ſuch a manner as 
Ig: cofitrary to chis law, in ſome. or HEE: or the 
preceding inſtances. 

29. vo we nov then need Chrif), even on this 


4 a0 ohr? e 


. Fbe holieft of men fill need Chril, n 
Phet, ag the light of the world. For he does not give 
them light, but from moment to moment: the in- 


ſtant he withdraws, all is darkneſs. They till need 


£34 Chriſt, as their, king. For God does not give them 
2 ſtock of holineſs. . But unleſs they receive a ſupply 


exery moment, nothing but unholineſs would re- 


main. They ſtill need Chriſt as their prieſt, to makę 


17 atonement for their holy things. Even perfect holi- 


2 n en n to God Lea . _ Chriſt. 
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oy 2 10. n d U the very beſt of men ado 
the ying martyr”s confeſſion, * am in myſelf l 
thing but , darkneſs; hell ; but thou art my Uchte my 
holineſs, my heaven?“ 10 
A. Not exactly. But tlie delt of men may fay, 
Thou aft my light, my holineſs, my heaven. 
Through my union with thee, I am full of light, 
cf holineſs and happineſs. Ver. if 5 8 le to my- 
IL fbowld be nothing but dar ia 
Hh to proceed: "The beſt of men need Chtift as 
their prieſt, their atonement, their advocate with the E. 
Father; not only as the continuance of their every 
bleſſing depends on his death and interceſſion, but 
on account of their coming ſhort of the law of love. 
For every man living does ſo. You who fe tel all love, 
compare yourſelves with the . eſcription. 
4 yourſelves in this balance, and 11 you are 
in many particulars. * 
1 renee if all this is confiſtent' with Chriſtian 
185 ection, = Nr ion is not 7 om 47 1. 
fin: ſeeing ſin is the tranſgre/fion of the law. And the 
perfect rankereſs the very Ea are under. Be- 
ſides, they need the atonement of Chriſt. And he 
is the atonement of N L but fin. 1 then the 
rerm finkſs perfeRion proper ! 
A. It is not worth Giputing about. But Guſt; 
in what ſenſe the perſons in queſtion need the atone: 
ment of Chriſt” They do not need him to reconcile 
them to God aft;/# : for they are reconciled.” 'They - 
do not need him to refore the favour of God, but to 
_ continue it. He does not procure pardon ſor them 
anew, but ever liveth to interte fan for them. And 


by one n he Bach bon bane, 70 ten e ' 


For want or Holy conbdering th is, ſome deny, 
that they need the atonement of Chriſt. Indeed ex- 
ceedirig few : I do not remember to have found five 
of them in England. Of the two, I would fooner 
give up perfection. But we need not give up either 
one or the other. The perfection 1 1. 2 re- 


foicing evermore, praying without Bing 
giving thanks, is well — From it: if any 412 
perfection, which i is not, _y muſt look. to it. 


2 12. 


| 
| 
i 
| 
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2 12, Does then Chriltan \Perfeion imply a: any 
more than ſincerity ? p 

A, Not if you mean by that word. love filling the 
heart,” ex pelling pride, anger, deſire, ſelf- will; re- 


j Joieing evermore, praying without ceaſing, and in 
every thing giving thanks. But I doubt few uſe 
Jincerity i in N ſenſe. Therefore think the old 


7 7 word is beſt. 


es perſon may be 5 facere, whs has. all kis nd 


ride, anger, luſt, ſelf-will. But he is not 


6, . his heart is oleantad from theſe, and al 


n other corruptions. 1 
To clear this point a little farther: 1 ; many 


that love God with all their heart. He is their one 
deſire, their one deb ht, and they are. continually 
happy in him. They ove their neighbour as them- 
ſelves. They feel as ſincere, fervent, conſtant a de- 


ſire for the happineſs of every ne good or bad, 


friend or enemy, as for their own. They rejoice 


evermare, pray without ceaſing, and in every ing 


give thanks. Their ſouls are continually ſtreaming 


up to God, in holy joy, prayer, and praiſe. This 
is a point o of fact: and this is plain, ſound, ee 


ky rience. 


But even theſe fouls dwell in a ſhattered body, od 5 


are ſo preſt down thereby, that they cannot always 


exert themſelves as they would, by thinking; ſpeak- 


ing, and acting preciſely right. For want of better 
bodily Organs, they muſt at times, think, ſpeak, or 
act Wrong; not indeed through a defect of love, but 


| through wagen of Inowledge. And while this is the 
caſe, notwi Ranging that defect, and its Pause 


quences, they fulfil the law of love. 
Vet as even in this caſe; there is not a full con- 


ſormity to the perfect law, ſo the moſt perfect do on 


this very account, need the blood of atonement, and 
may. properly. for themſelves, as well as for their 


: . N ſay, Forgive us our treſpaſſer. 


D. 13. But if Chriſt has put an end to that law, what 
need of? any atonement for their tranſgrefling it? 
. 4. Obſerve in what ſenſe he has put an end to it, 


9 and the. gd pales. Were it not for the 
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merit of his death, and his continual inter 
OR us, 1 law would candemn us ſtill. 
therefore we ſtill need, for every tranſgreſſion of it. 
2. 145 But can one er ee IS 
tempted? | 
A. Yes: Gor Chril « bat n 
215. However, what you call temptations 1 call 
the corruption of the heart. And 5 will you dil 
tinguiſh one from the otherfr? 
A. In ſome. caſes it-ts impoſlible to "dikinguilh; 
without the direct witneſs of the pun. | N in gene- 
ral one may diſtinguiſh thus: 
One commends me. Here is a eemptation to 
pride. But inſtantly my ſoul is humbled before God. 
And I feel no pride :- of which 1 am as ſure, as that 
pride is not humility. * | 
A man ſtrikes me: Here isa temptation to an- 
er. But my heart overflows with love. And I 
Nan of which I can be Err 5 
that love and anger are not the ſame. ' 
A woman ſolicits me. Here is a \ramptation- to 
luſt. But in the inſtant I ſhrink back. And L feet 
no deſire or luſt at all: of which Lam as _ as 
that my hand is cold or hot. 
Thus it is, if I am tempted” by a pri object: 
Pee 
recals a commendation, an injury, or a woman to 
my mind. In the inſtant the ſoul repela the _ 
tation, and remains filled with pure loye 
And the difference is ftill plainer, when I compare | 
my preſent ſtate with my paſt, wherein Lfelt d bempta- | 
tion, and corruption too. 
2. 16. But how do you. haben, that you are ſanc- 
tified, ſaved from. your inbred: ion? 
A. I can know it no other wiſe than L know that 
I am juſtified. Hereby know we that we whe he 
in either ſenſe, by the ſpirit: he hath given ur. 
We know it by the vitneſs, | an? by the fruit de 
ſpirit. And firſt, by be wing As when we We 
juſtified, the Spirit bore witnefe- with our Jpirit, that Bite 
ſins were forgiven, ſo when we were-dandifiedy he 
bore ORG that mw 75 taken away. * 
88 


= ö "(365 )) „ 
the Anne of ſanctification is not always clear u. 
: firſt; (as neither is that of juſtification) neither is it 
- afteraicl> always: the ſame, but like chat of juſtifi. 
e fronger- and ſometimes fainter. 
' Yea, and ſometimes it is withdrawn. Yet in gene- 
ral, the latter teſtimony of the Spirit i is both as Clear 
and as ſteady as the former. +: 
2. 14. But what need is there of it, ſeeing ſane- 
tification is a real. change, not a 'relative only, like 
Juſtification * ie 
A. But is the dew birth me change obly? 
18 not this a real en Therefore if we need no 
witneſs of our ſanctification, becauſe it is a real 
change, for the ſame reaſon we ſhould need none, 
that we are born of or are the children of God. 
9, 18. But does not NG one ana, _ by4 its Own 
light? | N 
A. And 4 See new. birth too J Lowmhetimes ' 
it does. And ſo does ſanctification: at others it 
does not. In the hour of temptation Satan clouds 
the work of God, and injeQts various doubts. and 
Teaſonings, eſpecially” in thoſe who have either very | 
weak or very ſtrong underſtandings. At ſuch times 
there is abſolute need of that witneſs ; without which 
| the work of ſandification, not only could not be diſ- 
cerned, but could no longer ſubſiſt. Were it not for 
this, the ſoul could not then abide in the love of 
God: much leſs could it rejoice evermore, and in 
every thing give thanks. In theſe” circumſtances 
therefore; a direct igſimony that we are fandtified i is 
neceſſary in che higheſt degree. 
4 But ] have no be, that I am ſaved from Gni 
And yet I have no doubt of it.” Very well. As 
long as you have no daubt, it is enough: when ou 
have, you will need that witneſs. .. - 

9, 19, But what ſeripture makes mention. of any 
ſuch thing, or gives any reaſon to expect it? | 
A. That Seripture, 1. Cor. ii. 12. We have received 
nol the: ſpirit that in of tbe world, but the Spirit avbich is 
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*Now ſurely ſan&ification i is one of the Are which 
are freely given us of God. And no poſſible reaſon can 
be aſſigned, why this ſhould be excepted, when the 
Apoſtle ſays, We receive the Spirit for this very end, 


that we may E the things * which are thus Freely" 


iven us. 
G Is not the a thing nps in that well-known 
Scripture, Rom. viii. 15. The ſpirit utſelf witneſſeth 
with our ſpirit, that wwe are the children of God Does 
he only witneſs the want of. this to thoſe, who are 
children of God in the loweſt ſenſe? Nay, but to 


thoſe alſo, who are ſuch in the higheſt ſenſe. And 


does he not witneſs, that they are ſuch in the yon 
lenſe ? What reaſon have we to doubt it? 
What if a man were to affirm, (as indeed man 


Y 
do) that this witneſs belongs only to the hig le claſs of 


Chriſtians ?: Would not you anfwer, The Apoſtle 
makes no reſtrition. Therefore doubtleſs it belongs 


to all the children of God. And will not the Fe. 
anſwer hold, if any eben, that! it 1 * fo the 
loweſt clafs ? 

Conſider likewiſe, 1 1 Jobn v. 19. We 1. tat w 
pre of God. How? By ile Spirit that he bath given r. 


exclude the witnefs, any more than the fruit of the 


; Spirit, from being here intended? By this then alſo 
wwe know that we are of God, and in what ſenſe we are 


ſo x whether we are babes, young men. or 3 
we know in the ſame manner. 


Not that I affirm, that all young men; or eren | 


fathers, have this teſtimony every moment. There 


may be intermiſſions of the direct teſtimony that 


they are thus born of God. But thoſe intermiſſions 
are fewer and ſhorter as they grow up in Chriſt. 
Az ſome have the teſtimony both of their juſtifica« 
tion and ſanctification, without any intermiſſion at 
all: which I preſume more might have, did they 
walk humbly and cloſely) with God. 
2. 20. May not ſome of them have Sn 
ſrom the OE -that my 182 K not N fall from 
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| 4. They 


Nay, hereby we know 4 he abideth in us. And what 
ground have we, either from Scgipture or reaſon, to 


* 


11 They may And this 3 that abe 


hp life nor death, ſhall, Japarate them from Him, far from. 
being hurtful, may in ſome circumſtances be ex- 

IJ aan uſeful. Theſe therefore we ſhould in no 
ve, but earneſtly encourage them, to hold 


: the 4 of their conſdner fledfaſt to the end. 


©, 21. But have any a. teſtimony from the Spirit, | 


chat they ſhall never fin ? 


A. We know not what God: may abt to 
ſome particular perſons. But we do not find any 


general ſtate deſcribed in Scripture, from which a. 
man cannot draw back to ſin. If there were any 
ſtate wherein this was impoſſible, it would be that 


of theſe who are ſandged, who are Fathers in Cbriſt, 


% rejoice evermore, pray without ceaſing, and in every 


_ thing give thanks. But it is not impoſlible for theſe. 


to draw back. They who are fan ad, yet. may fall 


. and periſh, Heb: x. 29. Even Fathers in Chrift,. 


need that warning. Love not the eworld, 1 John ii. wg-. 
They who: reoice,. pray, and give thanks-without ceaſing, 
may nevertheleſs quench the Spirit; 1 Theſ. v. 16, &c. 
Nay, even they. who are ſcaled unto the day of redemp- 
den, may yet grieve the Holy Spirit of God, Eph. v. 30. 
Although therefore God may give ſuch a witneſs. 
do ſome particular perſons, yet it is not to be expected 
by Chriſtians in 8 there being no Scripture: 
whereon to ground ſuch an N 
22. By what fruit of . 
8 that we are of Gad, even in the higheſt ſenſe? 


A. By love, Joy, peace always abiding; by jnvarias 5 


ble - long-ſufering, patience, reſignation; by gentleneſs, 
triumphing over all provocation; by yoodweſs; Ie 
neſs, ſweetneſs, tenderneſs of ſpirit; by fidelity, ſim- 
..phcity, godly fincerity ; by meckacſs, calmneſs, even- 
of ſpirit ; by temperance, not only in food and 
\ Deep; but in all things natural and' ſpiritual. 
23. But what great matter is there in this 
Have we not all this when we are juſtified ?- © 
A. What! Total reſignation to — will of God, 
' without any mixture of ſelf. will? Gentleneſo, with- 
ent. Gel? Lo of anger, even the moment we. are 
 provgjed "gee? Love to has , without the leaſt AN 
e the 


ſpirit may we ; 
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[ & } | 
| the creature; but in and for God, exchnding a'l pride: ? 
Love, to man, excluding all enyy, all jealouſy, and 
raſh judging? Meekneſs, keeping the whole ſoul invi- 
olably calm? And temperance in all things? Deny 


that any ever came up to this, if you pleaſe ; but do 


not ſay all who are juſtified do. 
2 9, 24. But ſome who are newly juſtified do: what 
then will you fay to theſe ? 
- A. If the 4 do, I will fay, they are andi. 
fied, ſaved from ſin in that moment: and that they 
never need loſe what God has given, ar or feel ſin any 
more. 
But certainly this is an exempt caſe. It i is other- 
wiſe with the generality of thoſe. that are juſtified? 
They feel in 2 ſelves more or leſs pride, an er, 
ſelf. will, a heart bent to backſliding. And till t 
have gradually mortified theſe, they are not wy 
3 in love. 
5 . But is not this the cafe of al chat are ju 
used! 5 o they not gradually die to ſin and grow in 
grace, till at, or perhaps a little before death, God 
perfects them in love? 
A. I believe this is the caſe of moſt; but not all. 
God uſually gives a conſiderable time for men to 
receive light, to grow in grace, to do and ſuffer his 
will before they are either juſtified or ſanctified. But 
he does not invariably adhere to this. Sometimes he 
euts ſhort his work. He does the work of many years 
in a few weeks: perhaps in a week, a day, an hour. 
He juſtifies or ſanctifies both thoſe who have done or 
ſuffered nothing, and who have not had time for a 
gradual growth either in light or grace. And may he 
not do ny die Ferre. Is thine” 9 evily be. 
cauſe he ts 3 
- It need not 8 be affirmed over and over, = 
and proved by forty texts of ſcripture, either that 
. moſt men are perfected in love at aft, that there is a 
_ gradual" work of God in the ſoul ; or that, generally 
ſpeaking, it is a long lime, even many years, before 
ſin is deſtroyed. All this we know. But we know 
likewiſe, that God may, with man's good leave,. cut 
Hort his we in n degree he en and on 
LEY e 
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the uſual work of many years in a moment. He 
does ſo, in many inſtances. And yet there is « 
gradual work both before and after that moment. - So 
That one may affirm, the work is gradua/, another, 
it is infantaneous, without any manner of contra- 
diction. 
2. 26. Does St. Paul mean any more by being 
ſeakd with the Spirit than being renewed in love ? 

A. Perhaps in one place, 2 Cor. i. 22. he does not 
mean ſo much. But in another, Eph. i. 13. he ſeems 
to include both the fruit and the witneſs ; and. that 
in a higher degree than we experience, even, when 
we are firſt neuen in . ae us m=- 
Spirit 0 e, by giving us urance 0 4 
ſuch EE ence 8 3 all the an Fg. of 
God, as excludes the pofſibility of doubting : with 
that Holy Spirit, by univerſal holineſs, Namping the 
Bur 3s A of God on our hearts. 

N gay can thoſe who. are thus fold. 
pin the Holy. Spirit of God ? 

A. St. Paul tells you v particularly, 15 'By fuch 
converlation as is not profitable, not to the uſe of 
edifying, not apt to miniſter grace to the, hearers ; 
2. By rela into bitterneſs or want of kindneſs ;. 
3. By wrath, faſting diſpleaſure; or want of tender- 
heartedneſs; 4. B anger, however ſoon it is over, 
want of inſtantly forgiving one another; 5. By cla- 
mour or brawling, loud, harſh, rough ſpeaking ; 6. 
By evil. ſpeaking, whiſpering, tale- bearing; needleſs- 
ly mentioning the fault of an abſent perſon, though 
in ever fo ſoft a manner. 

28. What do you think of thoſe in Londen, 
who ſeem to have been lately renewed in lover 

A. There is ſomething very peculiar in the expe- 
rience of the greateſt of them. One would 
expect, that a believer ould firſt be filled with love, 
and thereby emptied of ſin; whereas theſe were 
emptied of ſin firſt, and then filled with love. Per- 
. it pleaſed God to work in this manner, to make 

his work more plain and undeniable ; and to. diſtin- 

guilh ; it more clearly. from that overflowing love, 
eB.) is mu felt e even ten ſtate. 1 
It 


IE 


1 mr 5 

© ſeems likewiſe molt a teable to the great pro. 
miſe, Ezek. x*xvi. 25, 26. From all your filthineſs [ 
will cleanſe you ; 4 new heart alſo will I give you, and a. 
new ſpirit mil I put within you. Ba 

But I do not think of them all alike; there 3 is a 
vide difference between ſome of them and others. L 
' think moſt of them with whom I have ſpoken, have 
much faith, love, joy, and peace. Some of theſe 1 
believe are ii in love, and have the dire# wit- 
neſs of it: and they manifeſt the fruit aboye deſcribed, 
in all their words and actions. Now let any man 
Call this what he will. It is what 1 call Perfedion. 
But ſome who have much love, peace, and joys. 

yet have not the direct witneſs. And others who - 
think they have, are nevertheleſs manifeſtly wanting 
in the fruit. How many 1 will not fay : perhaps 
one in ten, perhaps more or fewer, But ſome are 
undeniably wanting, in long-ſuffering, chriſtian re - 
ſignation. They 255 not 54 the hand of God in 
whatever occurs, and cheerfully embrace it. . They. 
do not in every thing gi ive thanks, and rejoice. ever- 
more. They are not 15 appy: at leaſt not always 
ha y. For ſometimes they, complain. They ſay, 
his or that is hard i” 

Some are wapting in gentle. They reſiſt evil, 
inſtead of turning the other cheek, They do not. 
receive reproach with gentleneſs ; no, nor even re- 
ne ay, they are. * able to bear contradicti- 
1 without the appearance, at leaſt, of reſentment. 

ag are reproved, or contradicted, though mildly, 
439 o not take it well. They behave with more 
diſtance and reſerve, than they "did before. If they. 
are reproved or contradicted harſhly; they anſwer 
it with harſbniefs j with a loud 52mg or with an an- 
| 775 tone, or in a ſharp and ſurly manner. They 
peak ſharply or „ when they reprove others, 
and behave roughly to their infexiors. 

Some are wantin roodneſs. They are not kind, 
mild, ſweet, amiable, 15 ft, and loving. at- all times, | 
in their ſpirit, in their words, in their look, and air, 
in the Whole tenor of, their behaviour; and hat to 
all, h my wu rich and poor, without reſpect of 
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love, and joy, and peace. 
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1 . | 
perſons: particularly to them that are out of the 
way, to oppoſers, and to thoſe of their own houſe- 


hold. They do not long, ſtudy, endeavour by every 
means, to make all about them happy. They can 


ſee them uneaſy, and not be concerned: perhaps 
they make them ſo; and then wipe their mouths and 


ay, Why, they deſerve it: it is their own fault.“ 


Some are wanting in fidelity, a nice regard to truth, 
ſimplicity, and godly ſincerity. Their love is hard- 
ly without difimalat on ; ſomething like guile is found 


in their mouth, To avoid roughneſs, they lean to 


the other extreme. They are ſmooth to an exceſs, 
ſo' as ſcarce to_avoid a degree of fawning, or of 


' ſeeming to mean what they do not. 


; * - 36 22 F | © x 
Some are wanting in meebneſr, quietneſs of ſpirit, 


- compoſure, evennels of temper. They are up and 


down, ſometimes high, ſometimes low: their mind 
is not well balanced. Their affections are either not 
in- due proportion; they have ton much of one, too 
little of another; or they are not duly mixed and 
tempered together, ſo as to counterpoiſe each other. 
Hence there is often a jar. Their ſoul is out of * 


tune, and cannot make the true harmony. JL” 


Some are wanting in temperance.. -, They do not. 


_ ſteadily uſe that kind and degree of food, which 


they know, or might know, would moſt conduce to 
the health, ſtrength, and vigour of the body. Or. 


they are not temperate in fleep : they do not rigor- 


oully adhere to what. is beſt both for body and mind. 


Otherwiſe they would conſtantly go to bed. and ri 


early, and at a fixt hour. Or they ſup late, which. 


is neither good for body, nor ſoul, Or they uſe. 
neither faſting nor abſtmence. Or they prefer (which 
is ſo many ſorts of 'intemperance) that preaching, 


reading or converſation, which gives them tranſient 


joy and comfort, before that Which brings godly 


forrow or infirufton in rightebuſneſs, Such joy is not 
ſanQified : it does not tend to terminate in the cru- 


, cifixion of the heart. Such faith doth not centre in 
God, but rather in ite 


80 fat all is plain. I believe you bave faith, and 
Jou who are particu- 
8 2 e ee larly 
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latly concerned, know each for yourſelf, that you are 
wanting' in the reſpect above-mentioned. - You are 
wanting either in 3 , gentleneſs or good- 
neſs ; either in fidelity, meeknets or temperance. Let 
us not then, on either hand, fight about words. In 
the thing we clearly agree. - 

You 2 not what I call perfection. If en 
will call it ſo, they may. However hold faſt what 
you have, and earneſtly pray for what you have not. 

9. 29. Can thoſe who are perfect grow in grace? 

A. Undoubtedly they can. And that not only 
no my are ber body, but to all W | 

ey fall from it? 
3 erg -y N Matter of fac 
uts 2 beyond diſpute. Formerly we thought, one 
La Bee could not fall. Now, we Hot, the 
contrary. - We are ſurrounded with inſtances of thoſe, 
who lately experienced all that I mean by perfection. 
They had both the fruit of the ſpitit and the ing. 


But they have now loſt both. Neither does any one 


ſtand, by virtue of any thing that is implied in the 
nature of the ſtate. There is no ſuch height or frength 
of holineſs, as it is impoſſible to fall from. If there 
be any that cannot Fall, this wholly depends on the 
promiſe and faithfulneſs of. God. 

2, 31. Can thoſe who fan from this Rate reco- 


ver it? 


A. Why a We have many infances of this 


alſo. Nay, it is an exceeding common thing, for 
perſons to loſe it more than once, before they are eſ. | 


tabliſhed therem. 


It is therefore to guard them who are ſaved from 


ſin, from every occaſion 'of ſtumbling, that [ give 
the following advices. But firſt I ſhall ſpeak plainly 
concerning the work itſelf. 

I eſteem this late work to be of God: : probably bly, 
the greateſt now upon earth. Yet like 
this alſo is mixed with much human frailty. But — 


weakneſſes are far leſs than might have been expect- 

ed; and ought to have been joyfully borne by all 

that loved and followed after righteouſneſs. That A 

there have been a few weak, warm-headed men, is 
| 0 


Fr no reproach to the work itſelf, x no juſt ground for ac- 
cuſing a multitude of ſober-minded men, who. are 


patterns of ſtrict holineſs, Yet (juſt contrary to 


what ought to have been) the oppoſition. is great; 
©. the helps few. Hereby many. are hindered from 
ſeeking faith and holineſs by the falſe zeal of others: 
and _ who at keit began to run well, axe arued 
| out of the :way. 

232. What is the firſt advice that vou wopld 
ive them: 

A. Watch and pray e ad ide. "It 
© God has calt it out, ſee. that it A — it is 
Full as dangerous as deſire. And yon may flide 

back into it unawares: eſpecially if you think there 
is no danger of it. Nay, but I aſcribe all I have 
to God.” 80 you may, and be proud nevertheleſs, 
For it is pride, not only to aſcribe any thing we have 


10 ourſelves, but to think we have what we really 


have not Mr. for inſtance, aſeribed all the 
ght he had to God, and ſo far he was humble. But 
then he thought he had more light than any man 
| lving. And this was palpable pride. 80 you al- 
eribe all the knowledge you have to God; and in 
this reſpect you are humble. But if you think you 
| - have more than you really have: or if you think 


need to e er not only by Mr. -, by one 
another, by Mr. 4, or me, but by the weakeſt 


Teacher in Tendbne Yea, by. all men. For God 
FE ſendeth by whom he will ſend. | | 


Do not therefore ſay to any who aul adviſe or 
reprove you, . You are blind: yon cannot teach me.” 
Do not ſay, This is your i dom, your en reaſon : 
but calmly weigh the thing before God. 

>. Always remember, much grace Joes not imply 
much ght. Theſe do not always $ go toge together. As 
there may be much light, where there is little love, 
ſo there may be much love, where there is little light. 
The heart has anore heat than the eye yet it cannot 


45 7 maſt Re an bog prion FOR RED of 


ki 2. a N es Ot 4 e 


2 — * * 
. ot 0 — Z 
es 0 — 5 
o f * - c - 
” * 


* 6 - 
* ” 3 +. * 0 
* 1 


8000 


pon are ſo taught of God, as no longer to need man's 
teaching, pride lieth at the door. Yes, you have 
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the body together, that none may a to "aniother 


- « I have no need of thee.” 


To imagine none can teach you, but thoſe who | 
are themlelves faved” from fin, is a very t and 
dangerous miſtake.” Give not place to it for a mo- 
ment. It would lead you into a thouſand other miſ- 
takes, and that irrecoverably. No : Dominion 1s not 
founded upon grace, as the madmen of the laſt age talk - 
ed. Obey and regard them that are over you in the Lord, 
and do not think you know better than them. Know. 
their place, and your own : always remembering, 
much love does not imply much light. 

The not obſerving this, has led ſome into many 
miſtakes: and into the appearance, at leaſt, of pride. 


O beware of the appearance, and the thing. Let - 8 


there be in you that lowly mind, which was in bi 
25 uf. And 12. ye likewile chathed with bomility. Let 

not only fill, but cover vou all over. Let modeſty 
and ſelf-diffidence appear in all your words and ar- 
tions. Let all you ſpeak and do Thew; that you are 


little, and baſe, and mean, and vile in your own 


eyes. 
As one inſtance of this, be always” rendy to own 


any fault you have been in. If you have at any time 


thought, ſpoke, or ated: wrong, be not backward 
ts Aang edge it. i 


Never dream that this will hurt 


the cauſe of God; no, it will further it. Be there- 
fore open and frank, when you are taxed with any 


thing: do not ſeek either to evade or diſguiſe it. 


But er it appear juſt as it is, and you will thereby 
not hinder, but adorn the goſpel. 
33. What is the ſecond advice, which you 
old give them? 


1 Beware of that daughter of pride, enthufrafm "of: 
O keep at the utmoſt diſtance from it: give no place 


to an heated imagination. Do not haſtily aſeribe 
things to God. Do not eaſily ſuppoſe dreams, 


_— impreſſions, viſions, or revelations to be from 


They may be from him. They may be from 


nature. They may be from the devil. Therefore 


believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits whether they be 
Cod. Try all things es written word, 24 


for inſtance, without ſearching the Scriptures, and 


Some haye been ignorant of this device of Satan. 


as once delivered to the ſaints : the way that even a 
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Wiith all our ſoul, 3. With all our ſtrength, 4. One · 


all bow down before it. You are in danger of enthu- 

ſiaſm every hour, if you- depart ever fo little from 
ſcripture: yea, or from the plain literal meaning of 
any text, taken in connexion with the context. And 
ſo you are, if you deſpiſe or lightly eſteem reaſon, 
knowledge, or human hs every one of which 
is an excellent gift of God, and may ſerve the 
nobleſt purpoſes. "ON VO > en en, 
I adviſe you, never to uſe the words, wiſdom, rea- 
| fon, or hnowwledge, by way of reproach. On the con- 
trary, pray that you yourſelf may abound in them 
more and more. If you mean worldly wiſdom, u/c- 
E knowledge, falſe reaſoning ; ſay ſo: and throw 
away the chaff, but not the wheat: 
One general inlet to enthuſiaſm is, expecling the 

end without the means; the expecting knowledge, 
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conſulting the children of God: the expecting ſpiri- 
tual . ſtrength without conſtant prayer, and Ready 
watchfulneſs : the expecting any bleſſing without 
hearing the word of God at every opportunity. 


as * 
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They have left off ſearching the Scriptures. They 
ſaid, „God writes all the Scripture on my heart. 
Therefore I have no need. to read it,” Others 
thought, they had not ſo much need of hearing, and 
10 grew flack in attending the morning preaching. 
O take warning, you who are concerned herein. 
Tou have liſtened to the voice of a ſtranger. Fly 

ek to Chriſt, and keep in the good old way, which 


heathen bore teſtimony of, * That the Chriſtians roſe 
early every day to fing hymns to Chriſt as God.? 
_ + The very deſire of growing in grace may ſometimes 


us to ſeek new grace, it may lead us unawares, to ſeek 
| ſomething elſe new, beſide new degrees of love to God 
and man. 80 it has led ſome to ſeek and fancy 
they have received gifts of a new lind, after a new 
heart, as 1. The loving God with all our mind, 2. 


T 


neſs with God, 5. Oneneſs with Chriſt, 6. Having 
9 * 2 as N ; our 
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from the moment God has ſaved you. from all ſin, 


| difcerning. of 


has; no, nor ever had yet. Beware of judging 
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dur life hid with Chriſt 3 in God, 7 „Being dead with 


Chriſt, 8. Riſing with him, 9. The ſitting with him 
in heavenly places, 10. The being taken up into his 
” , throne; 11. The being in the new Jeruſalem, 12. The 
_ ſeeing the tabernacle of God come down among 
men, 13. The being dead to all works, 14. The not 
being Hable to death, pain, or grief, or temptation. 

One ground of many of theſe miſtakes, is, the 


ann every freſh ſtrong application of any of theſe 


iptures to the heart, to be a of a new hind : 


not knowing that ſeveral of theſe ſcriptures are not 


fulfilled yet; that moſt of the — are fulfilled when 


we are juſtified ; the reſt, tlie moment we are ſanc- 
tified. It remains only, to experience them in higher 
; Arten. This is all we have to ex 


pect. 
Another ground of theſe, and a thouſand miſtakes: 
is, the not conſidering deeply, that love is the high-- 
el gift of God, humble, gentle, patient love: that 


all viſions, revelations, manifeſtations whatever, are 
nttle things compared to love: and that all the gifts 
above-mentioned. are either "We e with, or inß· AJ 


nitely inferior. to it. 
It were well you ſhould be thoro V ſenſible of 


this: oy heaven of heavens is love. ere is no- 
ching higher in» there is, in effect, nothing 


elſe : 51190 you look for any ching but more love, ou 
are looking wide of. the mark, you are getting out 


of the royal way. And when you-are aſking others, 


ee. * e this or chat dleſſing If you mean 
ng but more love,. you mean wrong; you are 
teading 7; Fog of the way, and putting them upon 
ſents. Settle it then in your heart ; that 


u. are. to aim at nothing more, but more of | 
= beg in the thirteenth of the 1 — my | 
You tan 80 higher chan this, A are carried 
into 4 amy boſom. 

Such is, 


TI fay in,. beware of 
the imagiin ** 
;, which I do not believe one of 


e e ene 
4. 
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you have the giſt of propheſzings or * 
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feelings. | This is no ſcriptural way” of judging. 0 
* cloſe to the law and the teftimony !- 
F 34. What is the third? 4 
A. Beware of Antinomiani/m,. making: void the of 
or any part of it through ah. Enthuſiaſm naturally 
leads to this: indeed ey can ſcarce be ſeparated. 
This may ſeal upon you in a thouſand forms, ſo that 
you cannot be too watchful againſt it. Take heed of 
every thing, whether in principle or practice, which 
has any tendency thereto, Even that-great truth, 
that Chriſt is the end of the. law, may betray us into 
it, if we do not conſider, that he has adopted every 
point of the moral law, and grafted i into it the law 
of love. Beware of, thidking, © Becauſe I am filled 
with love, I need not have /o much holineſs. Be- 
cCauſe 1 pray always, therefore I need no /t time for 
private prayer: becauſe I watch always, therefore; 1 
need no particular ſelf-examination.”. Let us magnify 
the law, the Whole, written, word, and make it honoura- 
be. Let chis be our voice, I prize the commandments, 
above gold or precious flones. O what love baue I unto 1h 4 
law. All the day long is my fludy in u Beware of 
Antinomian books particularly the works of Dr. Grifh, 
and Mr. Salman. They contain many excellent 
things. And this makes them the more dangero1 
O be warned in time] Do not play with fire: % 
not put your hand on the hole of a cockatrice den ! 
I intreat you, beware of Pigotry. Let not your loye 
or beneficence be confined, to Met dal ths called}. 
only much, leſs to that very alt part 12 them, 
ho ſeen ko be renewed" in love: or,.to.;thoſe who 
believe your's, and their report: O make not this 
Four Shibboleth, Beware. of flilneſe 25 ceaſing, in Ia 
Wrong ſenſe, from your own works. To mention one 
inſtance out of many „ Vou have received, fays 
one, a ii bleſſing. But yon be 8 pen of it, 
and todo this and tha at. eee it. You ſhould 
Have been fil. Ps / JVI 4 
"Pap prove of /elf-indulgence : yea 1 and mains virtye | 
0 of it . fe at 1 and ſaling 1 5 . rer 
4 aſting or abſtinence. Beware 0 


50 e OR them . 


„ 


you, whether in judgment or practice, blind, dead, fallen, 


in a more 


or d enemies to the work.“ Onee more, beware of 
Solifidianiſm : crying nothing but * believe, believe :” 
and condemning thoſe as ignorant or gal, who fpeak 

ſcriptural way. - At certain ſeaſons indeed; 
it, may, be right to treat of nothung but repentance, 
or. merely op faith, or altogether of holineſs : but in 


general our call is to declare the whole counſel of 


God, and to propheſy according to the analogy of 
faith. The written word treats of the whole, and 
every particular branch of righteouſneſs, deſcending 


to its minuteſt branches, as to be ſober, courteous Ke? 


diligent, patient, to honour all men. 'So likewiſe 


the Holy Spirit works the ſame in our hearts, not 


merely creating deſires after holineſs in general, but 


ſtrongly inclining us to every particular grace, leading 


$ tg every individual part of whatſoever ig Jovely, 
Aud wit th the greateſt propriety: for as by works 
faith is made perfect, ſo the compleating or deſtroying 
the work of faith, and enjoying the favour, or ſut- 
fering the difpleafure of God, greatly depends on 


every ſingle act of obedience or diſobedience, 


2 35. What is the fourtb) 
A. Beware of fins of omifion': loſe no opportunity 
of doing good in any kind. Be zealous. of good 


| works 7 Wiegen 6mit no works, either of piety or 


the good you poſſibly can to the 


ercy. 1 01 
-_ and ſouls of men. Bartienlarty, thou ſhalt in 


any wiſe reprove tby neighbour, and not ſuffer: fin upon him. 
Be 2 ive no place to indolence or ſloth: give 
no occaſion to ſay, “ Ye are idle, ye are idle.“ 
Many will ſay ſo tilt; but let your whole ſpirit 4nd 
behaviour, refiite the ſlander. _ * e employed: 
loſe ga hged of, time : gather/up the fragments, hat 
A a ce Wed End hs 


do, do it. with thy might. Be flow to fpedb, and 


at 
* 4 


. What 8 the fifth Fee” . ten 


2 


* 


wary in a In a multitude of wvords there needeth 
ad fo, 20 


o not talk much: neither long at a time. 


- 


Few can,converſe profitably above an hour: Keep 


e utmoſt diſtance from pious chit-chat, from 
IT MR SUS er gar e 


A. Beware 


or the imagination 


4 


(wy 


4 Benwe of asc an Ws 7 Ged. Now ' 
you deſire nothing elſe. Every other defire is res 
- : ſee that * enter again. ', Keep thy 


remain /ingle, and your whole body 
of. I fre . Admit n res ek of pleaſing Lives, or 
other pleaſure of 5 1 no-defire of eaſing 1 me a7 


of hab an in any Auer Penig theſe 


beautiful: no deſire 100 money, of Woch an Ba or _ 
defires back; but you. 1 


you 255 Fee them 


no more. O ſtand fat in y een 


Chriſt hath made you free. 


Be, patterns to all, of denyi nes ns 
whing up your croſs daily. them ſee that you 
no account of. any pleaſure which does not. 
veins, you: nearer” to God nor regard any pain 
which does : that you, ſimply aim at pleaſing him, 


(47235 


whether by doing or ſuffering: chat the conſtant 


language of your . 5050 with en to pleaſure or 
Pain, honour or diſhonour, nen or e i, 


"AW eee eee "NR. 
mon, 


2 * 31 2 N ange ae u ihe 


urch of eil. At brd union, the mem- 


bers ceaſing to bave a reciprocal love for one another, 


(x Cor. xii. 25.) is the very rot of all contention, 
and every out ward ſeparation. Beware of every 


tending thereto. Beware of a dividing ſpirit; 


bun 7 ys 57 ys pag iy that. et Mae 
4 for e not, am or- 0s D 

ching which occaſioned the ſehiſm Ae e 
this is-my preacher; the beſt preacher in England. 
_ Give me pu and take all the en. A this tends 
wo breed or foment ion, to diſunite thoſe whom 


God hath joined. Do not expe], wi-any - 
, Preacher. , "Do. not exalt. any. 7 . reſt, 
ſt you hurt both him and the cauſe of God; On the s 
nr e jp eee en of 


d Li $45 


any thing grand, or new or 


* 
nn 


ſome. incoherency or | inaccuracy of expreſſion : no, 
nor for ſome miſtakes, were they really ſach. . 
Likewiſe if vou would avoid ſchiſm, obſerve every 
rule of the ſacjety, and of the + bands, for conſcience 
fake. Never omit meeting your;claſs or band; ne- 
ver abſent yourſelf from any public meeting. Theſe 
are the very ſimews of our ſociety : and whatever 
weakens, or tends to weaken our regard for theſe, 
or our exactneſs in attending. them, ſtrikes at the 
very root of our community. As one ſaith, That 
part of our œcõõmy, the private weekly meetings, 
tor prayer, examination, and particular exhortation, - 
has been the greateſt means of. deepening and con- 
firming every bleſſing, that was received by the word 
preached, and of diffuſing it to others, who could 
not attend the public miniſtry : whereas, without 
this religious connexion and intercourſe, the moſt 
ardent attempts by mere preaching, have proved of 
MEANT aro nts 1 
Suffer not one thought of ſeparating from your 
brethren, whether their opinions agree with your's 
or not. Do not dream, that any man fins, in not 
believing you, in not taking your word: or that this 
or that opinion, is eſſential to the work, and both 
muſt ſtand or fall together. Beware of inpatients of 
contradifion, Do not condemn. or think hardlx of 
thoſe, who cannot ſee juſt as you ſee, or who judge 
it their duty to contradict you, whether in à great 


thing or a ſmall. I fear ſome of us have thought ' * 


hardly of others, merely becauſe they contradicted. 
what we affirmed; All this tends to diviſion. And 
by every thing of this kind, we are teaching them 
an evil leſſon againſt ourſelves... - +5 9 
O beware of touchineſs, or teſtineſs, not bearing 
to be fpoken to: ſtarting at the leaſt word: an 
flying from thoſe who. do not implicitly receive ming 
or angener's éÄ· Y 
Expect contradi&ion and oppoſition, together with 
croſſes of various kinds. Conſider the words of St. 
Faul, To ge it it given in the behalf of Chriſt, for his 
ſake, as a fruit of his death and interceffion fg Os | 
nat ,only 10 believe, but alſe to ſuffer for his ſake, Phil. i. 
: 4 n . 10. 
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10. II given God give you this oppolition or re- 
roach: it is à freſh token of his love. And will 


b you difown the giver! Or ſpurn his gift, and count 
it a misfortune ? Will you not rather ſay, Father, 
the hour is come, that thou ſhouldeſt be glorified. 


Now thou giveſt thy child to ſuffer ſomething for 
thee, Do with me according to thy will.” Know a 
* 


theſe things, far from being hinderances to the wor 
of God, or to your ſoul, unlefs by your on fa 
are not only nhavdidable in the courſe of providence, 
but profitable, yea neceffary for you. Therefore re- 

ceive them from God (not From chance} with wil- 


; Iingneſs, with thankfulneſs. Receive them from 


men with humility, meeEneſs; yieldingneſs, gentle- 


neſs, ſweetneſs. Why ſhould not even your outward 


appearance and manner, be foft ? Remember the cha- 
racter of Lady Cut: It was faid of the Roman 
Emperor, Titus, Never 'any one tame difpleaſed from 
him. But it might be ſaid of her, never any one 
wen Jdiſpleaſed io her. So ſecure were all, of the kind 
and favourable reception, which they would meet 
r 
eware of temptin ers to ſeparate from 

Give no effence hic can W e 8 


dat your practice be in all things ſuitable to 


profeſſion, adorning the doctrine of God our 
our. - Be particularly careful in ſpeaking of — 
du may not indeed deny the work of God but 
- Ha of it when you are called thereto, in the moſt 
- inoffenfive manner poſſible. Avoid all magnificent, 
| om ward words, Indeed you need give it no general 
Neither“ perte&ion, ſanctification, the ſe- 


? ola blefling, nor the having attained!” Rather 


peak of the particulars, which God has wrought for 
you. You may fay, At ſuch a time 1 felt a 


change which I am not able to e) reſs: And fince 
that time I have not felt pride, or ſelf- will, or anger, 


or unbelief: nor any chin ng but a Fulneſs of ton, to 


God and to all mankind. And anſwer any other 
W | 


3 


— 


| 2 till an entrance be 


inviſible attractions he draws ſome ſouls *thropgh - 
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And if any of you ſhould at any time fall Cong | 


you now are, if you ſhould again feel pride or unbe- 


lief, or any temper from which you are now deliver. 


ed; do not deny, da not hide, do not diſguiſe it at all, 


at the peril of your ſoul... At all events go to one 


in whom you can confide, and ſpeak juſt what you 


feel. God vill enable him to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon, 


which ſhall be health to your ſoul. And ſurely he 
will again lift up your head, and cauſe the bones that 
have: been broken to rejoice. 

2, 38. What r would give 
them, ? . 

A. Be exemplary in alt 


+ particularly in outs 


ward things) as in drt) in little 9 in the laying 


out of your money, {avoiding every needleſs expence ) 


in deep, Ready: ſeriouſneſs, and an the ſolidity and 


uſefulneſs of all your converſation. So ſhall you be 
a light ſhining in a dark place. . | 


into the everlaſfing kingdom. of our Lord J _— 
: Moſt of the preceding advices are ſtrongly enforce 


ed in the following reflection: which 1 — 


to your deep and conſideration, next to the 
holy ſcriptures: *  % fy 


1. e h aiv-excellent Ggure. of the fulneſs of 


God, and that of che / bleſſed: Spirit. For as the 


rivers; all return into the fea; ſo the bodies, the 
ſouls, and the good works of the righteous, return 


into Gad, to Rve there in his eternal repoſe. 


Although all the graces of God de on his 
mere bounty, yet is he pleaſed gener y to attach 
them to the prayers, the inſtructions, has the holi- 
neſs of tliofe with whom we are. By ſtrong; though 


their intercuurſe with others. 
The ſympathies formed by grace far aas thoſe 
formed by nature. 
The truly. devout ſliew, that pale as a 
flow from true, as from falſe love, ſo deeply ſenſible 
are they of the goods and evils of thoſe hom they 
love ſor God's 2 But 225 deu _ 
| eq | 
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| herided by thoſe who underſtand the language of 
4 , love. | * 
The bottom of the foul nay bein repoſe, even 
while we are in many outward troubles : juſt as the 
bottom of the ſea is calm, white the ſurface is 
- ſtrongly agitated. 22 
The beſt helps to 8 are the ill Mee: the 
affronts, and the loſſes which befal us. We ſhould 
receive them with all thankfulneſs, as preferable to 
all others, were it only on this account, that our 
will has no part therein. 
The readieſt way to eſcape from our ſufferings 4 is, 
N willing c e . endure as long as God | 
pleaſes. 
If we ſuffer perſecution and aMigion 3 in a right 
manner, we attain a larger meaſure of conformity 
to Chriſt, by a due improvement of one of theſe 
_ , occaſions, than we could have done merely by i * 
tating his mercy, in abundance of works. 
2 of. the eſt evidences of God's love to 
that love ic t ſend them afflictions with 
grace to bear them. 
Even in the greateſt aMiQions, we ought to teſtify | 
to God, that in receiving them from his hand, we 
feel pleaſure in the midſt of che pain, from being al- 
flicted by him who loves us, and whom we love. 
I ̃) be readieſt way which God takes to draw a man 
to himſelf, is to afflict him in that he loves moſt; and 
with good reaſon : and to cauſe this affliction to ariſe 
from ſome good action done with a ſingle eye: be- 
cauſe nothing can more clearly ſhew bim the 'empri- 
neſs of what is moſt lovely and deſirable in the world. 
2. True conſiſts in a thorough confor- 
mity to the whole will of God; who wills and does 
all (excepting fin) which comes to paſs in the world. 
In order to this we have only to embrace all anale, 
good and bad, as his will. 
In the greateſt afflictions which can befal the juſt, 
either from heaven or earth, they remain immovea- 
ble in peace, and perfectly ſubmiſſive to God, by an 
inward, loving regard to him, e in one all the 
N of their ſouls. BE A by 
We 
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We onght quietly to ſuffer whatever befals us, to 
bear the defects of others, and our own, to confaſs 
them. to God in ſecret prayer, or with 1 . 
cannot be uttered : but never to ſpe 

viſh word, nor to murmur or repine. 

But. thoroughly willing, that God mould trear. 
you in the manner that pleaſes him. We are his 
lambs, and. therefore ought to be ready to . 
even to the death, without complaining. 

We are to bear with thoſe we cannot amend; wid * 
to be content with offering them to God. This is 
true reſignation. And ſince he has borne our infir- 

mities, wWe may well bear. thoſe of each other for his 
ſake. 


To don all, to enn one's ſelf of al, in order 
to ſeek and to follow Jeſus Chriſt, naked to Bethiehems 
where he was born; naked to the hall where he was 
ſcourged 3 and naked at Calvary, where he died on 
the croſs, is ſo great a moercy, that neither the Ming, 
nor the knowledge of it is given to any, but e 
faith in the Son of God. 

3. There is no love of God without patience; and 
no patience without lowlineſs and ſweetneſs of f. 

Humility and patience are the — eee of the 
increaſe of love. 

Humility alone unites e & without 
which it is impoſſible to draw — from 3 
or indeed to avoid complaint, eſpecially when Wwe 

think we have given no occaſion for what men make 
us ſuffer. 

True humanity is a kink of ſeFannibilation?; and 
this is the centre of all-virtues. fp 34 44 V 

A ſoul returned to God, ought to be attentive to 
every thin SG is ſaid to him, on the head of fal- 
vation, wi with a defire to profit thereby. 

Of the ſins which God has pardoned, let nothing 
remain but a deeper humility 1 in the heart, and a 
ſtricter regulation in our wards, 1n our Weg- and 


in 2 erings. 
he bearing men, and ſuffering evile- in meal- 
. and ſilence, is the 1 ER a VANE _ ai! 


God is me fri object of our love :"its next office 
is to bear the defects of others. And we ſhould 
pg ry practice of this amidſt our own houſhold. 
| ſhould chiefly exerciſe our love, towards them 

who moſt ſhock, either our way bf thinking, or our 
temper, or our knowledge, or the deſire we have 
that others enen eee Nr e to! be 
Nrn. . 
8 God hardly gives bis 81 irit even to.rhofoiwhom 
4 -* | he hay e een they do not pray for it 
_:-- on All occaſions, not only” once, but many times. 
= God does nothing but in anſwer to prayer; and 
ceuen they whe have been converted to God, without 
praying for it themſelves (which is exceeding 2 
were not without the prayers of others. Every new | 
victory which a ſoul Bains, is the elfeet * Laer 
1 Prager. {4 "43/5 
On every occaſion of aneaſineſs, ave ſhaula xetire 
to prxyer, that we may give place to the grace and 
ght ef God, and then form our reſolutions, with- 
Ine in 260 Pain about e uc ceſs _y _ 


+In'the g. temptations, A inglelookto Chi, 
and the barely pronouncing his name, ſuffices to over- 
come the wicked one, ſo it be done with confidence 
and calmneſs of ſpirit. 

n 6 grey without cogfing; is founded 
0 the nec we have of his grace, to preſerve tlie 
| life of God in e foul, -which can no more ſubſiſt one 
9 3 without it, than the body ean without air. 
9 ; Whether we think of or ſpeak to God, whether we 
=. . act or ſuffer for him, all is prayer, when we have no 

| „ his Jove, — e e rang 
. 
4 e AN theta Chriſtian does; eveni n eating and geep⸗ 
| ing is prayer, when it is done in ſimplicity, according 
"tothe order of God, without either adding Wy or 
diminiſhing from it by his own choice. 


* 
an. * NN 


* 


Prayer continues in the deſire of the heart, tho 
| thounderſtanding be employed on outward ag 
In ſouls filled with love, the deſire to 8 5 
bs @coutunual er, 4. 


in our faithfulneſs to him. 


(%) 
As the furious hats which ths. devil bears us; is | 
nee tom ofthe lion, our eb 


be termed, crying after God, 
— 8.4 only requires . his adult children, that their 


| hearts be truly purified; and that they offer him con- 


tinually the wiſhes and vows; that naturally ſpring 

from perfe& love. For theſe deſites being the e 

nuine fruits of love, are the moſt perfect prayers 

can. ſpring from it. | 
6. It is ſoaroe conevivable hom. firaight the aw ie, 

N God Ieads them that follow him: and he- 

on him we muſt de, unleſs we are wanting 


great conſequence be- 
are; and what great 


It is Har -credible-of how 
fore God, the ſmalleſt 
inconyeniencies ſometimes fo 

As a very little duſt will diſorder a clock; andthe 
leaſt ou will obſdure out 9 leaſt grain of 
ſin, which is upon the heart, w hinder ins right tho 
tion towards God. 

We ought to be in the church as the ſaints are in 


heaven, and in the houſe as the holieſt men are in the 


church: doing our work in the houſe as we pray in 
La ag weekipping Good from the ane 
art. 

We ſhould be continually labouring to cut off alt 
the uſeleſs things that ſlerdund us. And God 
uſually retrenches the. ſuperfluitics of our 1 in 
the ſame proportion as we do thoſe of our bodies. 

The beſt means of refiſting the devil is, to de 
whatever of the world remains in us, in order to 
for God upon its ruins, a building all of love; Then 


hall we begin in this fleeting life, to love God ws we | | 


ſhall love him in eternity. 
We ſcarce eonceive, — is/t0-r6b Gre 
his due, in our friendſhip with the moſt virtudus per- 


ſons, until they are torn from us by dedth. Büt r 
this loſs produce, laſting ſorrow, that is a clear proc, 


that we had before two treaſures, W b N 
H? 7. 2 2 


divided our heart. | 
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7. If after having renounced all, we do not watch 9 


Pa and beſeech God to accompany our vigi- 


| lance with his, we ſhall” be again ae A and 


overcome. 
As the moſt dangerous winds may enter at little 


28 Tie , ſo the devil never enters more dangerouſſy, 
an 


by little unobſerved incidents, which ſeem to be 


nothing, yet MILE open the heart to-great temp- 


tation. 


It is good to renew ourſelves from time to time, by . 
> ſely | examining! the Rate of our ſouls, as if we had 
never done it before. For nothing tends more to tha 


full aſſurance of faith, than to keep ourſelves by this 


means in humility, and the exerciſe of all good works. 


+ To continual watchfulneſs and prayer, ought to 


be added continual employment. For grace fills a 


vacuum as well as nature, and the 8 2 fills what- 


ever God does not fill. 


There is no faithfulneſs like that, which ought to 


be between a guide of ſouls, and the perſon directed 


by him, They ought continually to regard each 
other, in God, and cloſely to exxmine themſelves, 


- whether all their thoughts are pure, and all their 


words directed with Chriſtian difcretion, Other af- 


fairs are only the things of men; bus theſe are pe- 


culiarly the things of God. 
8. The words of St. Paul, No man can call % ſus 


a Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt, ſhew us che neceſſity of 


eycing God in our good works, and even in our mi- 


_ nuteft thoughts; knowing that none are pleaſing ts 


him, bot thoſe which he forms in us and with us. 
From hence we learn, that we cannot ſerve him, un- 
leſs he uſe our tongue, hands and heart, to do by 


himſelf; and his Spirit whatever he would have us to 


do. 
If we were not utterly impotent, our ed woos 
would be our own property: whereas now they 


belong wholly to God, becauſe they proceed from 
him and his grace; while raiſing our works, and 
making them all divine, he- eee himſelf | in us 


brody fol 35 n 
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one of the principal rules of 3 is, To loſe 
no occaſion of ſerving God, | And ſinee he is inviſfi- 
ble to our eyes, we are to ſerve him in our neigh- | 
bour ;. which he receives as if done to himſelf in per- 
fon, ſtanding viſibly before us  - 
God does not love men that are inconſtant, nor 
good works that are intermitted. Nothing is pleaſing 
to him, but what has a reſemblance of his own im- 


f A conſtant attention to the work, wich God en- 

q truſts us with, is a mark of ſolid pietys | = | 
Love faſts when it can, and as much as it can. Id 

; leads to all the ordinances öf- God, and employs it-- - 

| ſelf in all the outward works, whereof. it is capable. 

5 It flies as it were, like Nlijab over the plain, to find” 
God upon his holy mountain. . 

. God is fo that he communicates greatneſs - | 

to the leaſt thing that is done for his ſervice. _ 4 

# fe for-having done a good works 

God frequently. conceals the == which his chil-- 

< dren have -A NO TA other ſouls. Med 

* one may boldly ſay, ö who lon 

x, before him for the converſion of another, 4 — 

* that ſoul is converted to God, is one of the che 

y cauſes of it. | v4 n * | 

e Charity cannot be practiſed right, unleſs, eſt; we 

. exerciſe it the moment God gives the occafiony and, - 

A ſcondly, retire the inſtant after, to oſſer i t Sót 

; by humble wing. And this fur thuse rea- 

= fons, 1ſt. To render him what we tae ceceived 

< from him: the ad. To avgid the dangerouy-temptas 

4 vion, which ſptings from the very 7 00g of theſe 

a, works; and the'gd; To unite ourſelves ti in 

5 whom the ſoul expands itſelf in prayer; with-all the 

y ces we Have received, and the works We 

4 ve dne, to- draw from him new 2th againſt 

4 the bad effects which theſe very works may produce 

* in us, if we do not make uſe of the antidotes, which 

2 God has ordained againſt theſe poiſons. Ie trud 
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mean to i with the riches of grace 
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(90) | 
is thus to ſtrip ourſelves of it: and without this, it 


is extremely difficult, not to grow faint in the Prac- 


tice of good works. 
Good works do not receive their laſt perſeRion, 


till they, as it were, loſe themſelves in God. This 


is a kind of death to them, reſembling: that of our 
bodies, which will not attain their higheſt life, their 


immortality, till they loſe themſelves in the glory of 


our ſouls, or rather of God, wherewith they ſhall 
be filled. And it is only what they had of earthly 
— moral, which $999: works loſe by. this ſpiritual 
eat 

Fire is the Hmbot of "pole * the love of God 
is che principle and the end of all our good works. 
But truth. ſurpaſſes figure, and the fire of divine 
love has this advantage. over material fire, that it can 


re-aſcend to its ſource, and raiſe thither with it, all 


the good works which. it produces. And by this 
means it prevents their being corrupted by pride, 
vanity, or any evil mixture. But this cannot be 
done otherwiſe than by making theſe good works in 
2 ſpiritual manner die in God, by a deep gratitude; 


Which plunges tlie ſoul in him as in an abyſs, with 


all that it is, and all 15 grace and works for which 
it is indebted to him: atitude, whereby the ſoul, 


ſeems to empty itſelf 0 of them, that they may re- 
urn to their ſource, as rwers ſeem willing to empty 


themſelves; when they pour thenilelves with all their 


waters intothe ſea. 


When wethave received: any Seer Hons God, we 
ought- to retire, if not into our cloſets, into our 


Hearts, and ſay, I come, Lord, to reſtore to thee 
— mm baſt'given, and I freely relinquiſh it, to 


ain into my own nothingneſs. For what is 
moſt perfect creature in heaven or earth in thy 


— 2 à void capable of being filled with thee 


and by thee, as the air which is void and dark, is 
capable of being filled with the light of the ſun, who 


- withdraws it every day to reſtore it the next, there 
being nothing in the air that either appropriates this 


light, or reſts it. O 5 N the ſame faculty of 
3 1 8 tecciving 
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receiving and reſtoring thy grace and good wirks 1 7 
I ſay thine : for 1 acknowledge the roat from which 55 


they ſpring; is in thee, and not in me.“ 


24. In the year 1764, upon a review of fo wth 


| ſubj ect, I wrote down the ſum of what I had ob- 


Reval in the following ſhort propoſitions. - . 
1. There is ſuch a thing as Perſaction: for it is 
again and again mentioned in Scripture. 
2. It is not ſo early as juſtification; for juſtified. 
perſons are to go on to perfetjon,* Heb. vi. 1. | 
3. It is not ſo late as death; for St. Paul ſpeaks” 


of living men that were perfect, Phil. iii. 17. 


4. It is not abo¹,. Abſolute perfection belongs. 
not to man; nor to angels; but to God alone. 

5. It does not make a man mfallible : none is in- 
fallible, while he remains in the bo 

6. Is it finle/s ? It is not worth while to contend 
for a term. It is /alvation from ſiu. 

7. It is perfedt love. 1 Jobn iv. 18. This is the oc 
fence of it: its properties; or inſeparable fruits, are 

evermore, praying without crgfing, and i in N 


roicing 
thing giving thanks, 1 Thef. v. 16, &c. 


8. It is improveable. It is ſo far from lyiog in an 
indiviſible point, from being incapable of + Argo 
that one perfected in love may grow in grace far 


Iwikker, than he did before. | 
9. It is amiſſible, capable of being loſt; of which 


we have numerous inſtances. But we*were not 


thoroughly wr ge of (hin, till five or ig years * 
ago. 


10. It is — both preceded 46a e 


by a gradual work. ; 


11. But is it in itſelf Sen e or nord 1 
examining this, let us go on ſtep by ſtep, © | 
An inflantdneous change has been wrought in ſome 

believers : none can deny this. 

Since that change, they enjoy perfe# love. They 
rejoice evermore, pray without ceaſing, and in every 
thing give thanks. Now this is all > I mean by 
perfection. Therefore theſe are ren of Ge perc 
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ſon. ſor giving up, either this or any other Scriptu- 
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ſtant, when a man dies. Vet there is an inſtant; in 
which life ceaſes. And if even ſin ceaſes, there muſt 


be a laſt moment of . moment 
of our deliverance from it. 


4 But if they have this love now, they 
it.” They may; but they need not. And whether 


they do or no, they have it now; they now experi- 


ence what we teach. (be Yrs ear nh They 
now. x. pray, and praiſe without ceaſing. 
„ However, fin is only. /uſpended in them 5 it 


v not Ahrvyed. - Call it which you pleaſe. They 
as all laye to-day; SE eee for the 


morrow. 


„ But this doctrine has been much Abufed- 8⁰ 


has that of juſtification by ſaich. But that is no rea- 


rat dofirimc | When you waſh your child, as one 
ſpeaks, Urea anal; onthe bas). .5-uh 
away the child.” 

But thoſe who think they are faved from fin, 


# ſay, they have no need of the merits of Chriſt.” They 


ITT the contrary... Their language i is, 


Ker moment, Land. 4-wak 
* nnn wm 


. before had ſo deep, 0 unfpcatable * 


convinction of the need of Chriſtin al his offices, as 


they have now. 


Therefore all our Prodehan fouls make a point, 
of preaching Penſedlion to believers n, ftrongly. 


and expiouly. 
And all believers ſhould mind this one thing, and 
#gonize for it. 
256. 1 have now done what I propocbd. 1 have 


given à plain and fimple account of the manner, 
wherein 


firſt received. the doctrine of perſection, 


| _ and. he ſenſe wherein 1 received, ang] wherein, 1 do 


* ** 2 | receive 
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They did not perceive the inſtant, when it was 
' wrought. It is often difficult to perceive the in- 


will loſe. 
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: receive and teach it to this day. I have declaved 


the whole and every part of what I mean by that 
Scriptural expreſſion. I have drawn the picture of 
it at full length, without either diſguiſe or covering. 


And I would now aff any impartial perſon, What 
is there ſo frightful therein? Whence is all this out- 
cry, which, for theſe twenty years and upwards, has 


been made throughout the kingdom; as if all Chriſ. 
tianity were deſtroyed, and all religion-torn. up by 
the roots? Why is it, that the very name of Perfec- 
tion has been caſt out of the mouths of Chriſtians: 
yea, exploded: and abhorred, as if it contained the 
molt pernicious hereſy ? Why have the Preachers of 


e at, like mad dogs, even by men that 


ear Ged: nay, and by ſome of their own chil- 
dren, ſome whom they, under God, had begotten 
through the goſpel ? What reaſen is there for this? 
Or What pretence * Reaſon, ſound ' reaſon there is 
none. It is impoſſible there ſhould : but pretences 


there are, and thoſe in great abundance. © Indeed 


there is ground to fear, that with ſome, who treat 
us thus, it is a mere pretence ; that it is no more 
than a copy of their countenance, from the begin- 
ning to the end. They wanted, they fought” occa- 


ſion againſt me and here they found what they 
fought, , This is Mr. #:/ley's doctrine! He 


preaches perfection!“ He does: yet this is not 


his doctrine, a more than it 1s. yours; or any. 
one's elſe, that is a Miniſter of Chriffi. For it is 


his. doarine, particularly, empbatically His: it is 
the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt. Thoſe: are hi words, 


not mine, iE , vu, as d Harp dd d is telt 


&2avels THXiidg is Te ſhall therefore be g, ar . your 
Father who is'in eaves it perfett And who ſays, ye 
ſhall not? Or at leaſt, not till your ſoul is ſeparated 
from the body ? It is the doctrine of St. Paul; the 


doctrine of St. James, of St. Peter, and St. John: 


and no otherwiſe Mr. We/ley's, than as it is the 
doctrine of every one who preaches the pure and 
the whole goſpel. I tell you, as plain as I can 

ſpeak; where and when I found this. L. found it 
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in the oracles of God, in the Old and New 'Teſta- 
ment: when I read them with no other view or 
deſire but to ſave my own ſoul. But whoſe-ſoever 
this doctrine is, I pray you, what harm is there in 


it? Look at it again: ſurvey it on every ſide, and 


that with the eloſeſt attention. In one view it is 
purity of intention, dedicating all the life to God. 
It is the giving God all our heart; it is deſire 
and defign ruling all our tempers. It is the devot- 


ing, not a part, but all our ſoul, body, and ſub- 


ſtance to God. In another view, it is all the mind 


which was in Chriſt, enabling us to walk as Chriſt 


walked, It is the eircumciſion of the heart from 
all filthineſs, all inward as well as outward pol - 
lution. It is a rene wal of the heart in the whole 
image of God, the ſull likeneſs of him that created 
it. In yet another, it is the loving Sed with all 
eur heart, and our neighbour as ourſelves, Now 
take it in which of thefe views you. pleaſe, (for 
there is no material difference) and this is the whole 


and ſole perfection, as a train of writings prove to 
a demonſtration, which I have believed and taught 
tor theſe forty years, from the year 1725, to the 


year 176g. . 


- 


26. Now let this perfefion appear in its native 


form, and who can ſpeak one word againſt it? 
Will any dare to ſpeak againſt loving the Lord 


our God with all our heart, and our neighbour as 


ourſelves ? Apainſt a renewal of heart, not only 
in part, but in the whole image of God? Who is 
he that will open his mouth againſt being cleanſed 
from all pollution both of. fleſh and ſpirit? Or 
againſt having all the mind that was in Chriſt, and 


Walking in all things as Chriſt walked ? What 


man who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, has the hardi- 


. neſs to object to the devoting, not a part, but all 


our. ſoul, body and ſubſtance to God? What ſeri- 


| ous man would> oppoſe che giving God all our 
heart, and the having one deſign ruling all our 


tempers? I ſay, again, let this perfection appear 
in its own. ſhape, and who will fight againſt * 
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It muſt” be diſguiſed, before it can be oppoſed. Tt 
muſt be covered with a bear · Kin firſt, or even the 
wild beaſts of the people, will ſcarce be induced 
to worry it. But whatever theſe do, let not the 
children of God any longer fight againſt the image 
of God. Let not members of Chriſt ſay any 
thing againſt having the whole mind that was in 
Chriſt. Let not thoſe who are alive to God op- 
poſe the dedicating all our life to him. Why 
ſhould you, who have his love ſhed abroad in your 
heart, withſtand the giving him all your heart? 
Does not all that is within you cry out; O who 
that loves, can love enough!“ What pity that 
thoſe who deſire and defign to pleaſe him, ſhould 
have any other defign or deſire ? much more that 
they ſhould dread, as a fatal deluſion, yea, abhor, 
as an abomination to God, the having this one de- 
fire and deſign, ruling every temper ! Why ſhould 
devout men be afraid of K all their ſoul, - 
body, and ſubſtance to God? Why ſhould thoſe, 
who love Chriſt, count it a damnable error, to 
think we may have all the mind that was in him? 
We allow, we contend, that we are juſtified freely, 
through the righteouſneſs, and the blood of Chriſt. 
And why are you ſo hot againſt us, becauſe we 
expect likewiſe, to be ſan#ified wholly through his 
Spirit? We look for no favour either from the 
open ſervants of ſin, or from thoſe who have only 
the form of religion. But how long will you, who 
worſhip God in ſpirit, who are circumciſed with the 
circumciſion not made -with hands, ſet your battle in 
array againſt thoſe, who ſeek an entire circumci 
of heart, who thirſt to be cleanſed from all filthineſs 
of fleſh and ſpirit, and to perfe# holineſs in 5 
God? Are we your enemies, becauſe we look 
. tor a full deliverance from that carnal mind cubich is 
\ enmity againſt God? Nay, we are your brethren, 
your fellow-labourers in the vineyard of our Lord, 
your companions in the kingdom and patience of 
Jeſus. Although this we confeſs, (if we are fools 
therein, yet as. fools bear with us:) we do expect 
1 y X 751 to w 
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do love God with all our heart; aud our bour 
as ourſelves. Yea, we do believe, that will in 
this world ſo. © cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts, 


by the inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, that we ſhall 
perfectly love him, and hily magnify bis Holy 
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